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INTRODUCTION 

The curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise.  It includes not only the 

formal requirements of the National Curriculum, but also a range of extra-curricular 

activities. At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary school we ensure that the curriculum does 

not remain static.  It is necessary to evaluate the changing needs of the pupils and the 

impact of economic, social and cultural change in order to shape an individual 

curriculum that is personal to the needs of the learners at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary 

school.  Our curriculum enables staff to maintain high standards, promote continuity 

and coherence and promote public and international understanding. 

The importance of a ‘Creative Curriculum’ and promoting a love of learning is 

recognised by all staff.  Enjoyable lessons foster confidence, encourage the ability to 

ask questions and help pupils to absorb knowledge and skills.  We recognise the 

importance of providing pupils with the practical, life skills they will need when they 

leave school and strive to make learning purposeful and linked to real life wherever 

possible. 

AIMS 

-  To provide a curriculum which will produce individuals who are literate, 

creative, independent, inquisitive, enquiring and confident  

-  To provide a stimulating environment and adequate resources so that pupils can 

develop their skills to their full potential 

-  To promote a positive attitude towards learning, so pupils enjoy coming to 

school, and acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning 

-  To provide a broad curriculum with a balance between skills and knowledge 

-  To provide for different learning styles and abilities 

- To ensure that children have a growth mindset in learning and life. 

-  To teach pupils about their developing world, including how their environment 

and society have changed over time 

-  To understand Britain’s cultural heritage and values 

-  To teach pupils to have an awareness of their own spiritual development, and to 

understand right from wrong 

-  To enable pupils to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and to be 

able to live and work co-operatively with others. 

 

Intent  

To provide a safe ,happy and aspirational environment for all with a  

curriculum that is rich, broad and balanced ,filled with exciting learning 

opportunities and life experiences that enables all learners to achieve , aspire, 
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have their mental wellbeing needs catered for  and to succeed in every aspect 

of life, now and in the future. 

Implementation  

ORGANISATION AND PLANNING 

The curriculum is planned for in three stages; long, medium and short term planning.  

A long term curriculum map is developed.  This indicates the topics that are being 

taught in each term across the year.Medium term plans give guidance on the learning 

objectives and outcomes for each subject for a given topic per term.  We use aspects 

of the herts for learning materials for our medium term planning.  For foundation 

subjects we use the Cornerstones as a backbone to build upon plans which cross 

reference the objectives from the National Curriculum.  

Short term plans are written by teachers on a weekly basis.  Learning objectives are 

identified for each session.  The teacher ensures that differentiation, activities and 

resources needed are all planned for. All plans are monitored and reviewed by SLT. 

 

English 

 

 

Reading 

 

Children experience a variety of reading material throughout the school. From the 

Summer Term in Reception, all children have Guided Reading sessions. During this 

time children are divided into groups of ability. They will complete a carousel of 

activities related to reading and comprehension so that the teacher and teaching 

assistant can focus on teaching reading skills with varied texts that are aimed at the 

group’s level.  

All children will also have a book to take home and read with their parent/carer. This 

is changed twice a week and is constantly monitored by the teacher to ensure it is 

challenging for the pupil. Accompanying this is the child’s Reading Record where 

parent, teacher and teaching assistant can comment and communicate about the 

child’s progress in reading.  

Additionally, we have PM bench marking which assess pupils  ability and  

comprehension skills. 

All children have the opportunity to visit the school library and experience a variety 

of text types on a weekly basis.  

 

Writing  

 

Teaching for writing is taught using the Herts for Learning planning guidelines. All 

year groups have a clear overview of the text types to teach throughout the year. 

Children are taught text types over varied set of weeks, varying from 1-4 week units. 

All units have a clear written outcome that is assessed and next steps identified, so 

that children know how to improve their writing.  

The National Curriculum has a greater emphasis on the technical aspect of writing. 

Therefore it is essential that children are taught explicitly the grammar and 
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punctuation required to improve the standard of their writing. Through the units of 

work, teachers are able to target the areas where the children must improve and use 

good quality texts as examples for the children to use in their own work.  

 

Each week every child completes a piece of sustained writing which enables them to 

use and build upon skills to write. 

 

 

Resources 

 

Resources are an essential element in English. Children need to know how to improve 

their writing; it should not be a guessing game. Therefore, like Maths, children need 

to be shown the strategies and correct vocabulary to enhance their work. The use of 

visualisers will become part of everyday practice - especially in English. Teachers will 

use a working wall that incorporates the features of the text type they are studying, 

alongside the spelling focus. Children have access to dictionaries and thesauruses, and 

classrooms are language rich.  

 

 

Grammar & Punctuation 

 

Grammar and Punctuation is taught throughout the years, starting from Reception 

where children are encouraged to notice the punctuation they are starting to see, until 

Year 6 where they are able to use it effectively in their writing.  

Children are taught it through the text type they are studying. This is largely 

incorporated into all English lessons, but may also be in single exclusive lessons to 

teach a particular aspect. A variety of resources are used to suit the needs of the 

specific year group and the individual needs of the class.  

 

 

Spelling 

 

All children are taught specific spelling rules, as set out in the 2014 National 

Curriculum. Teachers teach spelling rules and give opportunities for the children to 

research, practise and consolidate their knowledge of these words. Teachers use 

Spelling Shed materials to support this work. High Frequency Words/Common 

Exception Words are sent home at the start of the year so that parents know what is 

to be taught. Spelling Rules are taught weekly and a list of spellings is sent home for 

your child to practise at home. The following week, children are given a dictation to 

practise these skills and see if they can apply them in sentences. They then check for 

mistakes and practise once more. Children are able to identify where their mistakes 

are so that they can improve in the future.  

 

 

Handwriting 

 

Children are taught handwriting, daily, from Reception. Short focused handwriting 

sessions are timetabled into the day to ensure children acquire a neat and legible 
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joined hand as early as possible. When possible handwriting is linked to phonics and 

spelling to encourage and improve a development of this. All children are expected to 

acquire their pen licence by the end of Year 4.  

 

 

Phonics 

 

Children are taught Phonics daily throughout Reception and Key Stage 1 and a large 

selection of our reading scheme books are phonic based. Children are assessed 

frequently to ensure rapid development in phonics and thus produce competent 

readers.  

 

 

Speaking & Listening 

 

Speaking and Listening is taught throughout all curriculum areas. Children are 

encouraged to speak with confidence in a variety of situations and to listen to others 

and respond appropriately. The use of speaking frames helps to support those 

children who find it hard to voice their opinions. Opportunities for leading and 

sharing Assemblies and Masses, as well as lead groups and meetings like school 

chaplaincy team, library story time sessions, school council and house teams, all 

enable children to develop their confidence in presenting to adults.  

 

 

Maths 

We aim to create and foster a positive attitude to the learning of mathematics and to 

help children enjoy maths activities throughout their time with us at St Joseph’s. We 

strive for the best for our children and we are committed to raising standards.  Staff 

have taken part in various training sessions to support the delivery of the new 

ESSENTIALSmaths which aims to ensure all pupils:  

 Become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied 

and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that 

pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply 

knowledge rapidly and accurately.   

 Reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing 

relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or 

proof using mathematical language   

 Can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and 

non - routine problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down 

problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions. 

The expectation of the curriculum is that the majority of pupils will move through the 

programmes of study at broadly the same pace. However, decisions about when to 

progress should always be based on the security of pupils’ understanding and their 
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readiness to progress to the next stage. Pupils who grasp concepts rapidly should be 

challenged through being offered rich and sophisticated problems before any 

acceleration through new content/ new year group. Those who are not sufficiently 

fluent with earlier material should consolidate their understanding, including through 

additional practice, before moving on.”  

We aim to support and challenge our children at St Joseph’s through: 

 pre-teaching,  

 intervention,  

 booster groups (for all abilities of children not just below age-related),  

 SATs prep groups,  

 independent choice of activities,  

 regular opportunities to reason and justify their answers using sentence stems 

to support children’s written responses,  

 concrete apparatus throughout keystages-regardless of ability,  

 greater depth activities,  

 maths in context,  

 and adult/peer support. 

Scheme  

At St Joseph’s we follow the Herts for Learning long and medium term guide called 

ESSENTIALmaths.  Teachers use this as a basis for their teaching and adapt planning to 

suit their classes individual needs. Planning is reviewed daily by the class teacher and 

annotated to show any changes or additions.  

Why ESSENTIALmaths?  

ESSENTIALmaths is written to support the curriculum for primary teachers. The 

sequences are written as a spiral curriculum in which learning is built upon step by 

step, sequence by sequence and year on year.  It is aspirational and ensures 

progression and coverage through the primary phase.    

What is included?  

Long term plans provide an overview of the learning for each term. The times 

indicated are for guidance only and cover fewer weeks than there are likely to be in a 

term. This allows for flexibility within the materials for our changing cohorts. 

Sequences of learning including identification of NC statements covered and key 

concepts.  Stepped learning opportunities demonstrate the order of learning.   

Handouts which can include speaking frames, practice examples, games and problems 

solving opportunities 

The approach has a strong focus on problem solving, reasoning (explaining or 

understanding how and why) and fluency.  These are the three aims of the National 

Curriculum. 
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Mental Maths 

Children in years 1 - 6 complete an arithmetic test regularly to check children’s scores 

improve but also to ensure there is time to teach the skills required in between tests. 

Teachers use the Rising Stars Weekly Arithmetic tests for this.  

It is also important that children have a rapid recall of multiplication tables 

(particularly as it will become statutory for children to be tested on their tables in 

Year 4) which is learnt both at home and in school using TT Rockstars.  It is essential 

that children develop speed and accuracy in their mental calculations to help them 

with written work throughout their school years and then in later life. Children are 

tested daily for three minutes on their multiplication and divisions and certificates are 

giving out weekly celebrating our children’s successes. Children all have access to TT 

Rockstars from home and their weekly maths home learning (other than year 6) is to 

spend at least 5 minutes a day on practising their times tables.  

RE 

Our Mission Statement 

‘At St. Josephs, we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus.’ 

As a Catholic school we dedicate 10% of our Curriculum weekly to teaching RE . This 

is supported by daily prayers; Morning, before and after lunch as well as our end of 

day prayer. Each day is stated by a whole school assembly or a key stage assembly. If 

there is no assembly or Hymn practice we have in class reflection time and meditative 

moments. 

Monday  Whole school assembly 

 (led by Mrs O’Connor) 

Tuesday Key Stage 2 Assembly  

Wednesday Hymn practice 

Thursday EYFS & KS1 assembly  

Friday  Class assembly (as per rota ) or in class 

reflection. 

Celebration assembly 2.45pm- led by 

Mrs Ramsay 

 

Every class has a reflection table; this is a focal point within the classroom and a place 

to reflect upon. These are changed regularly, either topically or thematically linked to 

the liturgical calendar or special feast days.  
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Our Scheme  

We follow Come & See for our RE curriculum.This covers 9 topics per year , 3 per 

term.Every year group has a different topic but they do come under the theme each 

term according to the season and liturgical calendar.  

Come and See is an invitation to exploration and a promise of life for everyone.  

The invitation is open to all, in response to the question ‘where do you live?’, as 

asked by the disciples, Jesus invited them to come and see [John 1:39]. The disciples 

went with Jesus and spent the rest of the day with him. The invitation is to all, even if 

the question has not been spoken.  

‘Whoever loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and my Father 

will come to him and live with him’ [John 14:23]. 

Our topics  

 Founda

tion 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Autumn Term 

Domestic 

Church - 

Family 

Myself Familie

s 

Beginning

s 

Home

s 

People Ourselves Loving 

 World Religions Week – Judaism 

Baptism 

/Confirm

ation – 

Belongin

g  

Welco

me 

Belongi

ng 

Sign & 

Symbols 

Promi

ses 

Called Choices Vocation 

and 

Commit

ment 

Advent / 

Christmas 

- loving 

Birthda

y 

Waiting Preparing Visitor

s 

Gifts Hope Expectati

ons 

Spring 

Term 

CAFOD WEEK 

 

Local 

Church 

Commun

ity 

Celebra

ting 

Special 

People 

Books Journ

eys 

Commu

nity 

Mission Sources 

World Religions - Sikhism 
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World Religions  

As part of RE and awareness , understanding ,respect and tolerance of other faiths we 

teach 3 world religions per year. Every Autumn we teach Judaism, the others 

(Islam,Sikhism,Hinduism 

and Buddhism) are taught over a two year cycle .These are taught in the Spring and 

summer term. During some assembly times where religions are higher profile or have 

a prominent feast then we will explore the religions at these times as they are again 

relevant to life at that time and children are inquisitive. Eg, at times like Diwali or 

Ramadan. These are taught for 1 week each so in one academic year we have two 

world religions weeks. 

2019-20 Judaism  Sikhism  Buddhism  

2020-21 Judaism  Islam  Hinduism  

 

Journey in love  

 “Journey in Love” is the programme recommended for the teaching of Sex and 

Relationship Education in Primary and Secondary Schools. 

Each year it takes up a theme of love. 

Themes 

Nursery: Wonder at God’s love. 

Eucharist 

Relating 

Gatheri

ng 

Meals Thanksgiv

ing 

Listeni

ng 

and 

Sharin

g 

Giving 

and 

Receivin

g  

Memorial 

Sacrifice 

Unity 

Lent / 

Easter 

Giving 

Growin

g 

Change Opportun

ities 

Giving 

All 

Self-

Disciplin

e 

Sacrifice Death 

and New 

Life 

Summer Term 

Pentecost 

- serving 

Good 

News 

Holida

ys and 

Holy 

Days 

Spread 

the Word 

Energ

y 

New 

Life 

Transform

ation 

Witnesses 

Reconcili

ation – 

inter-

relating 

Friends Being 

Sorry 

Rules Choic

es 

Building 

Bridges 

Freedom 

and 

Responsibi

lity 

Healing 

 World Religions Week – Buddhism  

Universal 

Church - 

World 

Our 

World 

Neighb

ours 

Treasures Special 

Places 

God’s 

people 

Stewards

hip 

Commo

n Good 
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Reception 

Year: God loves each of us in our uniqueness. 

Year 1: We meet God’s love in our family. 

Year 2: We meet God’s love in the community. 

Year 3: How we live in God’s love. 

Year 4: God loves us in our differences. 

Year 5: God loves me in my changing and development. 

Year 6: The wonder of God’s love in creating new life. 

We teach this during the summer term and all parents are informed about when this 

will be. Year 5 and 6 parents are invited to a meeting and sometimes the school nurse 

supports the teaching of SRE in year 6.  

PSHE 

Introduction 

All schools must provide a curriculum that is broadly based, balanced and meets the needs of 

all pupils. Under section 78 of the Education Act 2002 and the Academies Act 2010, a PSHE 

curriculum:  

 Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at 

the school and of society, and  

 Prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 

later life.  

 

The Government’s PSHE education review of PSHE Education (March 2013) stated that the 

subject would remain non-statutory and that no new programmes of study would be 

published. However, the Right Honourable Justine Greening, Secretary of State for Education, 

announced, on March 1
st
 2017, that it was her intention to make Relationships Education 

statutory in Primary schools from September 2020 and that content guidance will be 

published prior to that. 

 

The Children and Social Work Act 2017 placed a duty on the Secretary of State for Education 

to make the new subjects of Relationships Education at primary and Relationships and Sex 

Education (RSE) at secondary compulsory through regulations. The Act also provides a power 

for the Secretary of State to make Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE), or 

elements of the subject, mandatory in all schools. The department engaged with a wide range 

of interested organisations and conducted a call for evidence on the content of the subjects, 

and the status of PSHE.  

 

The findings gathered from the process have informed the drafting of the regulations, 

statutory guidance and regulatory impact assessment, on which the department is now 

consulting. This includes the department’s decision to make Health Education compulsory, 

not all of PSHE. 

 

The DfE specified as part of its National Curriculum guidance that ‘All schools should make 

provision for personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE), drawing on good 

practice’. The review also detailed:  

 

“PSHE remains an important and necessary part of all pupils’ education. We believe 

that all schools should teach PSHE, drawing on good practice, and have outlined this 
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expectation in the introduction to the new National Curriculum” (Written Ministerial 

Statement: Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economic education, March 2013). 

This Jigsaw PSHE policy is informed by existing DfE guidance on Sex and Relationships 

Education (Sex and Relationship Education Guidance, July 2000), preventing and tackling 

bullying (Preventing and tackling bullying: Advice for head teachers, staff and governing 

bodies, July 2013, updated 2017), Drug and Alcohol Education (DfE and ACPO drug advice 

for schools: Advice for local authorities, headteachers, school staff and governing bodies, 

September 2012), safeguarding (Working Together to Safeguard Children: A guide to inter-

agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children, March 2013 and Keeping 

Children Safe in Education, 2018) and equality (Equality Act 2010: Advice for school leaders, 

school staff, governing bodies and local authorities, revised June 2014).   

 

The Jigsaw Programme meets all the outcomes in the PSHE Association Programmes of Study, 

2017. 

 

Aim of the Jigsaw PSHE policy 

To provide pupils with the knowledge, understanding, attitudes, values and skills they need in 

order to reach their potential as individuals and within the community. 

Pupils are encouraged to take part in a wide range of activities and experiences across and 

beyond the curriculum, contributing fully to the life of their school and communities. In doing 

so they learn to recognise their own worth, work well with others and become increasingly 

responsible for their own learning. They reflect on their experiences and understand how they 

are developing personally and socially, tackling many of the spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural issues that are part of growing up. 

They learn to understand and respect our common humanity; diversity and differences so that 

they can go on to form the effective, fulfilling relationships that are an essential part of life 

and learning. 

In our school we choose to deliver Personal, Social, Health Education using Jigsaw, the 

mindful approach to PSHE. 

Objectives/Pupil learning intentions: 

Jigsaw PSHE will support the development of the skills, attitudes, values and behaviour, 

which enable pupils to: 

 Have a sense of purpose 

 Value self and others 

 Form relationships 

 Make and act on informed decisions 

 Communicate effectively 

 Work with others 

 Respond to challenge 

 Be an active partner in their own learning 

 Be active citizens within the local community 

 Explore issues related to living in a democratic society 

 Become healthy and fulfilled individuals 

Jigsaw Content 

Jigsaw covers all areas of PSHE for the primary phase, as the table below shows:  

http://www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/statutory/g00214676/sex-and-relationships-education-guidance
http://www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/statutory/g00214676/sex-and-relationships-education-guidance
http://www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/advice/f0076899/preventing-and-tackling-bullying
http://www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/advice/f0076899/preventing-and-tackling-bullying
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfe-and-acpo-drug-advice-for-schools
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/guidanceandadvice?f_category=Safeguarding&page=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
http://www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/advice/f00215460/equality-act-2010-departmental-advice
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Term Puzzle name Content 

Autumn 1: Being Me in My 

World 

Includes understanding my place in the class, school and 

global community as well as devising Learning Charters 

Autumn 2: Celebrating 

Difference 

Includes anti-bullying (cyber and homophobic bullying 

included) and diversity work 

Spring 1: Dreams and 

Goals 

Includes goal-setting, aspirations, working together to design 

and organise fund-raising events 

Spring 2: Healthy Me Includes drugs and alcohol education, self-esteem and 

confidence as well as healthy lifestyle choices 

Summer 1: Relationships Includes understanding friendship, family and other 

relationships, conflict resolution and communication skills 

Summer 2: Changing Me Includes Sex and Relationship Education in the context of 

looking at change 

 

Mental Wellbeing  

Many aspects are taught in soft start , in awareness weeks and within our Jigsaw 

lessons.Every child participates in daily mindfulness sessions as well as a daily check in 

to gage emotions and feelings.Each class has a bubble and if children want a set time 

to talk to their teacher they add their name and the teacher knows that a chat is 

necessary. If more specialist interventions are necessary then we offer; 

 Sand play therapy 

 Mindfulness 

 Nurture 

 Draw and Talk  

 School nurse support (referral necessary) 

 School counsellor  

Computing 

The use of computing is an integral part of the national curriculum and is a key skill 

for everyday life. Computers, tablets, programmable robots, digital and video 

cameras are a few of the tools that can be used to acquire, organise, store, 

manipulate, interpret, communicate and present information. At St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Primary School, we recognise that pupils are entitled to quality hardware and 

software and a structured and progressive approach to the learning of the skills 

needed to enable them to use it effectively. 



Our School Values  

Respect - Self-belief –Faith-Friendship -Resilience - Self-control-Perseverance-Aspiration 

 

At St. Joseph’s we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus. 

Aspiring for excellence for all, together as a catholic community. 

 

Our Approach To Teaching Computing: 

In order to teach and delivery the Computing Curriculum to the highest standards St. 

Josephs have adopted the ‘Purple Mash’ scheme of work. The scheme firmly shares 

our ethos and believes that every child should have the right to a curriculum that 

champions excellence; supporting pupils in achieving to the very best of their abilities. 

We understand the immense value technology plays not only in supporting the 

Computing and whole school curriculum but overall in the day-to-day life of our 

school.  

We believe that technology can provide: enhanced collaborative learning 

opportunities; better engagement of pupils; easier access to rich content; support 

conceptual understanding of new concepts and can support the needs of all our 

pupils. The scheme follows the national curriculum and ensures high coverage of all 

strands within each year group to enable progression throughout the school. The 

scheme allows assessment for each block and highlights gaps and analysis for each 

child within their year group. 

It is designed to evolve to embrace new technologies and practices and meet statutory 

changes to the national curriculum.  To offer the greatest flexibility to schools whilst 

ensuring progression, the scheme is organised by each year group including the EYFS. 

Coverage of Year Groups: 
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Assessment: 

 Pupil attainment is assessed using the 2Simple Computing Assessment Tool for 

Years 1 to 6. The tool enables staff to accurately identify attainment of pupils 

through the detailed exemplification it has for each key learning intention. 

 Work from a range of classes and abilities is shared using the Noticeboard feature 

in Purple Mash. Additionally, exemplar pieces of work from individual pupils is 

shared with parents using Parent Portal (a feature in Purple Mash). 

 Teachers keep accurate records of pupil attainment by entering data using the 

2Simple Computing Assessment Tool. 

 Tracking of attainment by using the 2Simple Computing Assessment Tool is used 

to inform future planning. 

 Children are encouraged to self, peer and group assess work in a positive way 

using online collaborative tools such as 2Blog in Purple Mash. 

 Formative assessment is undertaken each session/interaction in Computing and 

pupils are very much encouraged to be involved in that process. Through using 

the progression of skills documents and displays from 2Simple, both teachers and 

pupils can evaluate progress. Features such as preview and correct in Purple Mash 

are used to further support feedback and assessment. Summative assessment is 



Our School Values  

Respect - Self-belief –Faith-Friendship -Resilience - Self-control-Perseverance-Aspiration 

 

At St. Joseph’s we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus. 

Aspiring for excellence for all, together as a catholic community. 

 

undertaken in line with the assessment cycle (See Assessment Policy). Using 

electronic work samples from children’s portfolios on Purple Mash, teachers enter 

judgements about the samples into the 2Simple Computing Assessment Tool. 

Resources:  

 All resources are procured with the underlining considerations of value: The extent 

at which the resource impacts on learning and the material cost of this.  

 The Computing Leader keeps up to date with the latest technology resources and 

will make informed decisions about possible procurement of them through their 

own research.  

 A range of resources is available which successfully supports delivering the 

Computing curriculum and enables all learners to reach their full potential.  

 Suggestions for getting the very best out of the resources are made available to 

teaching and support staff by the Computing Leader. 

 Resources are suitably maintained and replenished when needed, which is 

overseen by the Computing Leader.  

 Audits of school resources are conducted regularly by the Computing Leader, 

which informs bidding for budgets allocations. 

 An itemised list of all resources is shared with staff and kept up to date by the 

Computing Leader. 

 The Computing Action Plan details foreseen future resource procurement which is 

shared with senior leaders before the budget setting period. 

PE 

Physical activity not only improves health, reduces stress and improves concentration, 

but also promotes correct physical growth and development. Exercise has a positive 

influence on academic achievement, emotional stability and interaction with others. 

Therefore both teachers and children should be aware of its importance. 

At St Joseph’s our aim is that each class will receive 2 hours of physical activity per 

week. The sessions will contain elements required by the National Curriculum of: 

Key Stage 1: Games, Dance and Gymnastics 

Key Stage 2: Games, Dance, Gymnastics, Athletics, Outdoor Education and Swimming 

The Curriculum 

At the beginning of each term a timetable is circulated for teachers to note the 

number and times of Hall periods required primarily for the teaching of PE Our aim is 

to provide a 

minimum of 2 hours each week of high quality PE and school sport, both within and 

beyond the curriculum. The timetable also denotes priority use of PE equipment, 

playground and field. 
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The Early Learning Goals and the National Curriculum proposes at the Foundation 

Stage and at Key Stage 1 that children should experience the following 4 areas of 

physical activity: 

1. Games 

2. Gymnastic activities 

3. Dance 

4. Swimming (Year 2 only) 

 

At Key Stage 2 children should experience 6 areas of physical activity: 

1. Games 

2. Gymnastic activities 

3. Dance 

4. Athletic activities 

5. Outdoor and adventurous activities 

6. Swimming (Year 3, 4, 5 and 6) 

 

(1 – 3 should be taught each year, 4 – 6 taught at points during the Key Stage) 

 

Teachers/Coaches produce a scheme of work for each year group within the 

framework of the National Curriculum. The planned activities are based upon the 

programmes of study, taking into account the age, ability and previous experience of 

the year group. The experiences of a year group are noted in a weekly record of 

work. 

 

Games 

Children are provided with opportunities to take part in extra-curricular physical 

activities e.g. football, netball, rounders, badminton etc. There are weekly practices 

after school and/or at lunchtime and, with the exception of badminton, matches with 

other schools within an organised league. At the end of each sporting season children 

are selected to represent the school in District Tournaments. 

 

Gymnastic Activities 

The hall is well resourced with both large and small pieces of apparatus suitable for all 

gymnastic activities. Apparatus is set out according to each individual teacher’s 

requirements. 

Dance 

Dance sessions may be linked to current topic work. Some dance activities are aided 

by radio programmes and tape recordings. 

 

Athletic Activities 

Children are encouraged to improve their own performance in each athletic activity. 

A pupil record sheet is available for teachers to photocopy so that the children can 
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record their time/distance achievements in individual events. In the Summer term the 

children take part in School Sports Days. Each year, children from Key Stage 2 are 

chosen to represent the School at the District Sports. 

 

Outdoor and Adventurous Activities 

The use of the school grounds and class visits provide children with opportunities to 

experience physical and orientation activities and develop a due regard for safety 

outdoors. 

 

Swimming 

Children are taught by qualified instructors at the Laura Trott Leisure Centre, who 

follow National Curriculum guidelines. This includes a focus on Water Safety, 

particularly for children in Year 5 and Year 6. 

Music 

In music lessons we aim to provide a full, varied, enjoyable and challenging 

curriculum which will provide children with many different opportunities to gain and 

develop musical skills and to experience music from many different times and cultures.  

The current Scheme of Work has been developed specifically for St. Joseph’s School to 

link with the new Creative Curriculum.  Activities have been linked to the topic each 

class is studying whenever possible, whilst fulfilling the requirements of the new 

National Curriculum for Music.  Within our curriculum are many songs and activities 

unique to St. Joseph’s School and written especially for our children.  After 

completion each topic is reviewed and improvements are made.  

French 

At St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School we teach a foreign language to all children as 

part of the normal school curriculum. We do this for several reasons.  

Firstly, we believe that many children really enjoy learning to speak another 

language.  

Secondly, we also believe that the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the 

faster the language in question is acquired. We also believe that it is a good idea to 

introduce a new language to children when they are at primary school, as they tend 

to be less self-conscious about speaking aloud at this stage of their development. It is 

widely believed that the early acquisition of a foreign language facilitates the learning 

of other foreign languages later in life.  

 

Organisation 

French is taught to all children in Key Stage 2 for 45 minutes per week using a variety 

of schemes, materials and resources including Language Angels, Linguafun, Espresso 

and Cornerstones.  

 

Teaching and Learning Style 

At St. Joseph’s, we base our teaching of Languages on the new programme of study as 

outlined in the new National Curriculum (September 2014). We have purchased 
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appropriate resources/materials to support teachers in delivering the content of the 

programme of study in an engaging and interesting way. These resources/materials 

also ensure appropriate content and progression. 

 

We use a variety of techniques to encourage the children to have an active 

engagement in the modern foreign language: these include games, role-play and songs 

(particularly action songs). We use puppets and soft toys to demonstrate the foreign 

language. 

We frequently use mime to accompany new vocabulary in the foreign language, as 

this serves to demonstrate the foreign language without the need for translation. We 

emphasise the listening and speaking skills over the reading and writing skills. We also 

use a multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching, (ie: we try to introduce a 

physical element into some of the games) as we believe that this serves to reinforce 

memory.  

 

We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as possible, as we realise that this 

approach serves to develop a positive attitude in the children to the learning of 

modern foreign languages. 

 

Our Creative Curriculum based on Cornerstones 

For the remaining foundation subjects: History, Geography, Art & Design, Design 

Technology . We follow the cornerstones scheme of work as our starting point but 

this is not used in isolation as we are focusing on skills and progression across our 

foundation subjects as well as coverage. Cornerstones follows 4 key principles as the 4 

cornerstones of planning and delivering an exciting and inspiring scheme.  Engage, 

develop, innovate, express. 

Engage 

At the ‘Engage’ stage, children: 

 gain memorable first-hand experiences, such as going on a visit or inviting a 

special visitor into school 

 enjoy ‘WOW’ experiences 

 get an exciting introduction to a topic or theme 

 begin researching and setting enquiry questions 

 get lots of opportunities to make observations 

 develop spoken language skills 

 take part in sensory activities 

 have lots of fun to fully 'engage' with their new topic. 

Develop 

At the ‘Develop’ stage, children: 

 improve their knowledge and understanding of the topic 
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 develop and practice their new skills 

 compose, make, do, build, investigate, explore, write for different purposes 

and read across the curriculum 

 research their own questions and those set by others 

 follow new pathways of enquiry based on their interests 

 complete homework activities that support their learning. 

Innovate 

At the ‘Innovate’ stage, children: 

 apply skills, knowledge and understanding in real-life contexts 

 solve real or imagined problems using everything they’ve learnt 

 get inspired by imaginative and creative opportunities 

 revisit anything not fully grasped at the ‘Develop’ stage. 

Express 

At the ‘Express’ stage, children: 

 become the performers, experts and informers 

 share their achievements with parents, classmates and the community 

 evaluate finished products and processes 

 link what they have learnt to where they started 

 celebrate their achievements 

 for each topic we share a sharing afternoon which takes many forms.  Parents 

are invited to one per year, 

Cornerstones is delivered through a range of inspirational yet rigorous learning 

projects. These are based on themes and content from the National Curriculum, but 

bring learning together in new and exciting ways. Each project combines different 

strands of learning so that children engage more holistically and start to challenge 

themselves through problem solving and first-hand experience. We cover a topic 

every term and immerge our subjects in to that for cross curricular learning as much as 

we can. We launch with a ‘WOW’ lesson , end with a celebration project and hope 

to involve our whole community as much as we can. 

Science 

In our rapidly evolving world, science is a vital part of our curriculum intention. Science 

stimulates and excites pupils’ curiosity about phenomena and events in the world around 

them. At St. Joseph’s we believe that the best science teaching fosters and develops pupils’ 

curiosity in the subject whilst also helping them to fulfil their potential. By understanding 

what our children already know, we inspire learning through excellent teaching and a passion 

for bringing a rich and varied curriculum to life. We aim to develop every child’s inquisitive 
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nature and their curiosity about our world; through practical investigations we, as teachers, 

aim to satisfy their curiosity with knowledge. 

 

Because science links direct practical experience with ideas, it can engage learners at many 

levels. Scientific method is about developing and evaluating explanations through 

experimental evidence and modelling. Pupils learn to question and discuss science-based issues 

that may affect their own lives, the direction of society and the future of the world.  

Therefore, we aim to create and foster, for all children, a strong understanding of the world 

around them whilst acquiring specific skills and knowledge to help them to think scientifically, 

to gain an understanding of scientific processes and also an understanding of the uses and 

implications of Science, today and for the future.  

 

We ensure that the ‘Working Scientifically’ skills are built-on and developed throughout their 

school career so that they can use equipment, conduct experiments, build arguments and 

explain concepts confidently and continue to ask questions and be curious about their 

surroundings. 

 

Teachers create a positive attitude to science learning within their classrooms and reinforce 

an expectation that all children are capable of achieving high standards in science. In 

ensuring high standards of teaching and learning in science, we implement a curriculum that is 

progressive throughout the whole school. Our whole school approach to the teaching and 

learning of science involves the following; 

 

 Planning for science is a process in which all teachers are involved to ensure that the 

school gives full coverage of, ‘The National Curriculum programmes of study for 

Science’ and, ‘Understanding of the World’ in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

Science teaching at St. Joseph’s involves adapting and extending the curriculum to 

match all pupils’ needs. Science is taught as discrete subject as it is a core subject in its 

own right. 

 

 In line with the National Curriculum, teachers will deliver an engaging, broad and 

balance curriculum by embedding and implementing the ‘Snap Science’ Scheme of 

work to aid the teaching of science. It cleverly covers all aspects of planning, teaching 

and has clear links to the ‘Working Scientifically’ criteria. It is flexible and adaptable 

scheme which enables teacher to use appropriate strands when necessary to 
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complement both knowledge led activities as well as scientific enquiry led activities. 

The Snap Science programme of study provides a yearly overview, medium term topic 

overviews and individual lesson plans that are easily adaptable to suit the needs of the 

children within the class. 

 

 Science will be taught, planned and arranged in topic units by the class teacher 

which is taught every week.  

o KS1 – 1.5hours per week  

o KS2 – 2.0 hours per week  

 

 We ensure that the teaching of science involves problem solving opportunities that 

allow children to find out for themselves; this is known as Child-Led Enquiry. Children 

are encouraged to ask their own questions and be given opportunities to use their 

scientific skills and research to discover the answers for themselves. This curiosity is 

celebrated within the classroom or assemblies. Planning involves teachers creating 

engaging lessons, often involving high-quality resources to aid understanding of 

conceptual knowledge. Teachers use precise questioning in class to test conceptual 

knowledge and skills, and assess children regularly to identify those children with gaps 

in learning, so that all children keep up. 

 

 We build upon the learning and skill development of the previous years. As the 

children’s knowledge and understanding increases, and they become more proficient 

in selecting, using scientific equipment, collating and interpreting results, they become 

increasingly confident in their growing ability to come to conclusions based on real 

evidence. To support teachers in this, we follow the Herts for Learning, Developing 

Young Scientists Part 1 and 2.  

 

 We build upon the learning and skill development of the previous years. As the 

children’s knowledge and understanding increases, and they become more proficient 

in selecting, using scientific equipment, collating and interpreting results, they become 

increasingly confident in their growing ability to come to conclusions based on real 

evidence. 
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 British Science Week, run by the British Science Association is a ten-day celebration of 

science, technology, engineering and maths, featuring entertaining and engaging 

events and activities. British Science Week provides a platform to stimulate and engage 

children in their understanding of the scientific world around them. SETPOINT (an 

educational charity whose aim is to inspire young people about Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths [STEM]) have given the children memorable experiences by 

enriching their lives through exposure to scientific enquiry.  

 

 We are developing a writing lesson, within a Science topic, in which the children must 

complete an extended piece of writing, in the style of their most recent writing genre. 

 

Pupil Voice 

We listen to our children and the importance of pupil voice is a high priority for us. 

Therefore we currently have several pupil voice forums; School Council, Chaplaincy 

team, art ambassadors,news group as well as re starting our Rights Respecting group.. 

We discuss our ongoing aims and what the pupils see as our priorities in these areas. 

We meet regularly and action many items.  

Growth Mindset 

As educators we need to question our practice ; 

 What are we delivering? 

 What is the learning?  

 What is the impact of my teaching? 

 How do my children learn?  

 Are my children reaching their potential? 

Growth and fixed mindsets – we are either /or BUT we can change our mindset. 

Our aim at St Joseph’s is to constantly challenge children to improve growth 

mindsets. 

How are we going to do it? 

1. Children to understand what a mindset is 

2. To understand if they are currently fixed or growth 

3. Think through how they can improve on this.  

4. Ks2 complete their termly target sheet 

5. Make time to discuss and build into a learning culture 

6. Display growth mindset posters 
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7. Raise the profile in assembly 

Fixed Growth 

Talents and abilities are fixed Talents and abilities are grown 

I am natural at some things and hopeless 

at others 

I can develop talents with learning , effort 

and coaching 

Keen to prove Keen to improve 

Choose to stay in my comfort zone Choose to go out of my comfort zone 

Everyone has their limits, so lets identify 

our strengths 

Everyone has the capacity to improve so 

lets challenge ourselves 

Feedback emphasises my weaknesses and 

mistakes 

Feedback shows me how to improve and 

grow 

Struggling with something means I can’t 

do it. 

Struggling with something means I am 

learning  

 

Research shows that growth mindset teachers create better learning environments 

.They are more open to feedback from students (because they are interested in 

learning);they are better mentors (because they believe in development);and they are 

perceived by their students as more fair (because they believe everyone has the 

capacity to improve). Carol Dweck,2014 

Promoting British Values 

The DfE have reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous 

expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, 

the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with 

different faiths and beliefs.” 

The Government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy, 

and these values have been reiterated this year (2014).  At St. Joseph’s these values 

are reinforced regularly and in the following ways: 

Democracy 

Children have many opportunities for their voices to be heard. We have a School 

Council which meets weekly to discuss issues raised by different children via the 

School Council suggestion box. The School Council has its own budget and is able to 

genuinely effect change within the school. Two of the three council members for each 

year group are voted in by their class. 
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Our School Chaplaincy Team also provides further opportunities for pupil voice to be 

heard and their work is invaluable in supporting our Catholic ethos and promoting 

Christian values. 

Our ‘Pupil Voice’ group meets weekly to bring forward issues/ideas that have been 

raised in their classes and subsequent discussions/consultation with a variety of 

children throughout the school takes place before a final decision is reached on any 

given issue. 

Various pupil questionnaires are completed in which the children are able to put 

forward their views about the school. 

The Rule Of Law 

The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or 

the country, are consistently reinforced throughout regular school days, as well as 

when dealing with behaviour and through school assemblies. Pupils are taught the 

value and reasons behind laws, that they govern and protect us, the responsibilities 

that this involves and the consequences when laws are broken. Visits from authorities 

such as the Police and Fire Service and Sainsbury’s Road Safety Team help reinforce 

these messages. Year 6 also attend the ‘Crucial Crew’ at Hertfordshire Regional 

College whereby they learn about the importance of following various rules/laws to 

ensure their own personal safety and that of others. 

Individual Liberty 

Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are 

in a safe and supportive environment. As a school we educate and provide 

boundaries for young pupils to make choices safety, through of provision of a safe 

environment and empowering education.  Pupils are encouraged to know, 

understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and advise how to 

exercise these safely, for example through our E-Safety Policy and various themed 

weeks as part of our Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural calendar. Whether it be 

through choice of challenge, of how they record, of participation in our numerous 

extra-curricular clubs and opportunities or which school meals they opt for each day, 

pupils are given the freedom to make choices. 

Mutual Respect 
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As a faith community, mutual respect is at the heart of our values. Children learn that 

their behaviours have an effect on their own rights and those of others. All members 

of the school community treat each other with respect as we actively encourage 

children to live out our Mission Statement of ‘we live, love and learn by the example 

of Jesus’ on a daily basis. Posters around the school (including the Chaplaincy Team’s 

‘Thought For The Week’ promote respect for others and this is reiterated through all 

Collective Acts Of Worship, assemblies (both Key Stage and Whole School), and our 

Behaviour Policy. The children have been involved in creating our own ‘Ten 

Commandments’ which further promote mutual respect and understanding. 

Tolerance Of Those Of Different Faiths And Beliefs 

St. Joseph’s is situated in an area of an increasingly diverse cultural nature, although as 

a Catholic school we are fully aware of the importance of promoting tolerance of 

those of different faiths and beliefs. Assemblies are regularly planned to address this 

issue either directly or through the inclusion of stories and celebrations from a variety 

of faiths and cultures. Our RE teaching also reinforces this, with two weeks given to 

the study of two other faiths (Judaism and Sikhism) in some detail. Members of 

different faiths or religions are encouraged to share their knowledge to enhance 

learning within classes and the school. Children visit places of worship that are 

important to different faiths. 

At St. Joseph’s we will actively challenge pupils, staff or parents expressing opinions 

contrary to fundamental British Values, including ‘extremist’ views. 

 

Additional reminders for parents for this academic year 2019-20 

Home Learning  

We  changed our homework policy completely here at St Joseph’s last year. This was 

as a result of long term educational research by educationalists and the DFE. Home 

learning will now become an embedded practice at St Joseph’s. Education is a 

partnership and these changes are aimed at improving your child’s outcomes by 

helping them apply knowledge in real life situations and become independent 

thinkers.  

The children don’t have a homework book but you can provide them with a folder if 

that is easier. Tasks which need to be brought into school will be requested in set 

formats (eg,photo,picture,art work,collage Etc) these will then be used in school or 

included within relevant books in school . 
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Any home learning will be set half termly and weekly reminders still sent on . Each 

week there will be a spelling shed activities, Timetables on TT rock stars as well as 

ongoing reading expectations. There will be less written activities. At times (possibly 

monthly) they will have a comprehension task so that you are still able to understand 

how /where your child is . Each term a home learning grid will come out with various 

activities for you to work on with your child, including an end of term project idea. 

This is different in years 5&6 ,where they have more tailored home learning at times . 

 

Reading 

Reading books and reading record books are to be in school daily. Books are changed 

at least twice , if it is felt that they need to be. All children will be listened to by the 

teacher and TA and if a child needs further reading support then we aim to focus 

daily. Parents are reminded that they need to read with their child nightly . 

Communication is via the reading record book.  

Spelling  

As stated in the above information on literacy. Spelling is taking the form of more 

dictation and a spelling sheet is sent home half termly with the patterns and high 

frequency words that will need to be practiced. 

Behaviour  

All children are expected to follow our school rules .These are shared and are visible 

in classes and around the school. There are sanctions also stated and staff are 

reminded to follow these. We focus on rewards and recognise success in many areas; 

 Class dojo (expectation of at least 20 per week ) 

 Golden time 

 Celebration assembly awards 

 Golden ticket and half termly prize  

 Afternoon tea with the head teacher 

 Star of the week 

 Writer of the week 

 Class/School roles 

 Head teacher award 

Assessment  

We follow the Herts assessment criteria’s for Reading ,Science, Maths and Writing .We 

track our children on an ongoing basis using these trackers and evidencing against the 

criteria. These work alongside our formative and summative assessment half termly, 

through test or teacher assessment. We review progress half termly looking at data 

from assessment, teacher assessment and books. If support is then needed to support 

individuals this is then agreed and planned for. It can be through targets , planning , 

differentiation or a set intervention.  
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Other 

 PE days are stated on your class curriculum information sheets – these are sent 

termly. 

 All SEN targets are reviewed termly (Oct/Feb/June) – Parents should expect 

copies and copies of individual provision maps . 

 Parent consultations – Autumn & Spring  

 School reports - Summer  

 

Marking and feedback  

Children’s work won’t be marked in the usual way but they will be reflecting on their 

work. Teachers will still look at all pieces of work and assess next steps. These will be 

acted upon in the next lesson either ; 

 With more challenge 

 Addressing mis conceptions as a class 

 Pupil/teacher conferencing  

 Group work 

 Targeted next steps given verbally 

Children will reflect on every lesson in purple any teacher feedback will be in forms of 

VF or C stamp that shows a progress conversation has been had.Any follow up from 

teacher verbal feedback or conferencing will be in green by the pupil. Pupil ownership 

and more time for teachers to plan every child’s next step will aid progress to be 

made more quickly.  

 

Impact 

Quality of 

education  

All children have 

the ability and 

opportunities to be 

the best they can 

be. 

Interventions will 

close or narrow the 

gaps and more 

children will be 

working at greater 

depth  

Pupils have the 

ability to make 

Behaviour ,attitudes 

and personal 

development  

Pupils will have 

equal access to an 

enriched curriculum 

including a wide 

variety of extra 

curricular clubs . 

Children will be 

responsible 

,respectful and 

active citizens who 

have a secure 

understanding of 

Leadership and 

management  

Teachers subject 

knowledge and 

pedagogical 

content knowledge 

consistently builds 

and develops.  

Subject leaders lead 

the subjects with a 

clear and cohesive 

understanding for 

long ,medium and 

short trem planning  

All staff ,governors 

Early years  

The curriculum is 

broad and balanced 

allowing every 

child to achieve. 

Barriers to learning 

are understood.  

Parents are 

supported in 

enabling their 

children achieve 

more.  

Pupils develop their 

basic skills that will 

make them life long 
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connections and 

apply skills within a 

range of contexts  

Pupils will make 

progress across a 

wide curriculum 

and their work is 

consistently of high 

quality. 

All pupil groups 

including those 

disadvantaged 

achieve the best 

possible outcomes. 

british values and 

their importance in 

our communities. 

Pupils wellbeing is 

supported 

Pupils are 

intrinsically 

montivated and 

expected to behave 

and understand 

why 

They have a highly 

positive attitude 

and commitment to 

learning . 

and children have 

high expectations 

of themselves and 

work towards an 

ambitious vision 

learners. 

Expectations are 

high. 

Provision and 

planning is key to 

progress and success 

. 

 

 


