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This policy should be read in light of our Mission Statement as follows: 

 

At St. Joseph’s, we live love and learn by the example of Jesus. 

Our curriculum intent  

The intention of the French curriculum at St Joseph’s Primary School is that children 

are taught to develop an interest in learning other languages in a way that is 

enjoyable and stimulating. We encourage children’s confidence and creative skills. We 

strive to stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language. We help 

children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries.  We strive 

to embed the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing skills necessary to enable 

children to use and apply their French learning in a variety of contexts and lay the 

foundations for future language learning. 

 

The National Curriculum for Foreign Language 

 

Aims 

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of 

authentic sources. 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 

          communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 

         questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and 

         intonation. 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the 

variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt. 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language 

studied. 
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Implementation  

Our MFL curriculum is designed to progressively develop children skills in languages, 

through regular taught lessons. Children progressively acquire, use and apply a 

growing bank of vocabulary organised around topics. Children are encouraged and 

supported to develop their speaking and listening skills through conversational work, 

singing activities and games. As confidence and skill grows, children record their work 

through pictures, captions and sentences. All our children in KS2 will have regular 

language lessons. 

 

Teachers here at St Joseph’s use a language scheme called ‘Language Angels’. 

Additionally, teachers revisit basic vocabulary throughout the day by counting whilst 

waiting in the line, playing games or singing songs in French.  

Annually, we have a French day across the school to raise engagement and to be able 

to put to use their language skills learnt throughout the year by creating scenarios, 

participating in small group dialogues, researching famous buildings or people from 

France that have had an impact of some sort on the country. We always begin the 

day with a French breakfast where the whole school goes out and has croissants, 

brioches and chocolate milk. This is enjoyed by all.  

 

Programme of Study 

 

EYFS 

Learn to say Good Morning in French. 

Year 1 &2 (KS1) 

Begin to learn basic greetings and songs. 

Year 3, 4 (Lower KS2), Year 5 & 6 (Upper KS2)  

Pupils should be taught to: 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 

responding. 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and 

link the spelling, sound and meaning of words. 
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 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and 

respond to those of others; seek clarification and help 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 

structures 

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand 

when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words 

that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 

dictionary 

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 

express ideas clearly 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

Languages – key stage 2 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, 

including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the 

conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the 

language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how 

these differ from or are similar to English. 

 

Assessment & Recording 

The learning challenges used, to plan and teach MFL, ensure that children are 

accessing work at age related expectations, with regular opportunities to be 

challenged through higher-level objectives. Children are assessed according to age 

related expectations in line with curriculum requirements. This is done in line with the 

school assessment calendar. This information is recorded and monitored by the co-

ordinator. 

Each child has a folder where they record their learning. This is usually in the form of 

worksheets.  As the very nature of the MFL scheme of work is practical and verbal, 

the folder is only a small representation of all the work covered.   
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Impact  

The learning challenges used, to plan and teach MFL, ensure that children are 

accessing work at age related expectations, with regular opportunities to be 

challenged through higher-level objectives. Children are assessed according to age 

related expectations in line with curriculum requirements. This is done in line with the 

school assessment calendar. This information is recorded and monitored by the co-

ordinator. 

 

Inclusion  

MFL prepares pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which work and 

other activities are often carried out in languages other than English.  The rise of 

international commerce means that pupils need to be equipped with the skills needed 

by the international workplace. The choice of which language to teach is secondary to 

the lifelong language learning skills that the pupils will be encouraged to develop. 

Skills that they will be able to access in the future, to learn new languages or to 

improve their competence in an existing language. Increased capability in the use of 

MFL promotes initiative, confidence and independent learning and encourages 

diversity within society.   

 

Primary Languages teaching at St Joseph’s is fully inclusive.  No child is excluded by 

reason of a learning difficulty, or because they have English as an additional language.  

Experience has indeed shown that such children can derive particular benefit from 

taking part in Primary Languages learning activities in which they may be less 

disadvantaged than in other areas of the curriculum.   

 

Language learning activities are planned in such a way as to encourage the full and 

active participation of all pupils.  Work is differentiated as appropriate to the needs of 

individual children.  Pairs and groups for collaborative work may be made up in 

different ways, depending on the task.  
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Individual class teachers are responsible for ensuring that the activities included in the 

lesson match the ability of the pupils in every group.  Some tasks will need to be 

extended as appropriate to provide additional challenge for more able pupils and 

others will need to be sufficiently adapted to be accessible for less able learners.   

 

 

Monitoring 

The co-ordinator will monitor the planning and coverage of MFL on a regular basis. It 

is also the role of the co-ordinator to evaluate the success of the teaching and learning 

of French through: 

• Discussion with staff. 

• Regular review of children’s work and teacher’s planning, 

The results of this monitoring and evaluation process will be used by the co-ordinator 

to inform the review of the MFL policy, influence the provision and ordering of 

resources and impact on future advice to staff on the teaching and learning of French. 

This will then inform the co-ordinator’s action plan for the following year. 

 

Resources 

At St Joseph’s we have French dictionaries and an interactive, on line scheme of work 

for teachers to follow. 

 

Review 

This policy should be viewed as a working document for the benefit of all concerned 

in the education of the children at St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School. 

 

 

Review Date: July 2020 

 

 


