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At St. Joseph’s, we live love and learn by the example of Jesus. 

Our curriculum intent  

At St Joseph’s, we aim for a high quality history curriculum which should inspire in 

pupils a curiosity about the Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Our teaching 

equips pupils to gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and 

that of the wider world which helps to stimulate children’s inquisitiveness, to know 

more about the past and ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift 

arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. 

We want children to enjoy and love learning about history by gaining this knowledge 

and skills, not just through experiences in the classroom, but also with the use of 

fieldwork and educational visits. 

 

The National Curriculum for History 

 

Aims 

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological 

          narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have  

          shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the  

          wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the 

nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; 

characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies 

of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as 

          ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 

          consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 
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          connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions  

          and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

          analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 

rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 

arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different 

contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and 

international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious 

and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 

Implementation  

In ensuring high standards of teaching and learning in history, we implement a 

curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school. History is either taught as 

part of a half-termly topic or a whole-term topic, focusing on knowledge and skills 

stated in the National Curriculum. At St Joseph’s, we ensure that history has the same 

importance given to it as the core subjects, as we feel this is important in enabling all 

children to gain ‘real-life’ experiences. By the end of their primary education, children 

will have a chronological understanding of British history from Stone Age to present 

day. They will be able to draw comparisons and make connections between different 

time periods and their own lives.  

 

Programme of Study 

 

EYFS 

 Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their 

     physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe 

     and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. 

 

Year 1 &2 (KS1) 

 changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to 

reveal aspects of change in national life 
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 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for 

example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events 

commemorated through festivals or anniversaries 

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national 

and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of 

life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, 

Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-

Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, 

Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell] 

 significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

 a local history study 

 

 

Year 3 & 4 (Lower KS2) 

 changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence   

on the western world 

 the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

 a local history study 

 

Year 5 & 6 (Upper KS2)  

 the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor 

 the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when 

the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: 

Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient 

China 

 a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 

chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
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  a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study 

chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 

Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 a local history study 

 

 

Assessment and Recording 

At St Joseph’s we record our work in ‘Topic Books’.   

Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning 

cycle. We assess using ‘Pre and Post questions’ before and after each topic is taught.  

Children are encouraged to challenge themselves through choosing a ‘chilli’ activity. 

Through this teachers are able to see children’s level of understanding. Teachers also 

monitor the children’s understanding by ‘helicoptering’ correcting any misconceptions 

straight away in the lesson and then by ‘conferencing’ in the next lesson any children 

who did not understand the learning question. Children also assess their own learning 

by self-marking and reflecting on their work. 

 

 

Impact  

At St Joseph’s we strive to create a supportive and collaborative ethos for learning by 

providing investigative and enquiry based learning opportunities. The impact and 

measure of this is to ensure that children at St Joseph’s are equipped with historical 

skills and knowledge that will enable them to be ready for the curriculum at Key Stage 

3 and for life as an adult in the wider world. Through this study children learn to ask 

perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop 

perspective and judgement. 

We want the children to have thoroughly enjoyed learning about history, therefore 

encouraging them to undertake new life experiences now and in the future. 

 

Inclusion  

All children are entitled to access the history curriculum at a level appropriate to their 

needs arising from race, gender, ability or disability. At St Joseph’s we aim to meet the 
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needs of all our children by differentiation in our history planning; providing a variety 

of teaching and learning styles and differentiated opportunities appropriate to ability 

levels. Some children will require more adult support and supervision to allow them 

to make progress whilst more able children will be extended through differentiated 

activities. By giving enhancing, challenging and enriching opportunities, more able 

children will be able to progress to a higher level of knowledge and understanding 

appropriate to their abilities. 

 

Monitoring 

History is monitored through establishing a secure profile of the subject and ensuring 

that the resources are sufficient and appropriate. The Subject Leader will monitor 

books, planning and the teaching of history and ensures that progression of key 

historical skills throughout the school is effectively planned for. The Subject Leader 

will assist colleagues to identify key skills to be taught, within a particular unit, and 

how to assess this learning. The Subject Leader will assist colleagues in the planning 

and delivering of lessons. 

 

Resources 

Existing, history resources are stored centrally in the Humanities Resource cupboard 

and are organised into topic themes, which are clearly labelled. We keep these in a 

central store. The library contains a good supply of history topic books to support 

children’s individual research. We also use the Essex Loan box Scheme to hire artefacts 

and books to support specific units of study. 

Class teachers are encouraged to have a topic board and table for each of the history 

topics where work, books and other artefacts are displayed and easily accessible for 

children. 

 

Review 

This policy should be viewed as a working document for the benefit of all concerned 

in the education of the children at St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School. 

 

Review Date: July 2020 
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