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This policy should be read in light of our Mission Statement as follows: 

 

At St. Joseph’s, we live love and learn by the example of Jesus. 

Our curriculum intent  

Our Artsmark journey has led us to produce a combined policy for Art and DT with 

“the arts”.  For additional details about Music, please refer to the separate Music 

policy and for the full Dance curriculum, please review the PE policy.  A very brief 

overview of music and dance is given below. 

 

We intend to give children the opportunity to experience a wide variety of arts 

activities, which encompass the 4 areas of the Arts: Visual art; Music; Dance and 

Drama.  We intend to equip children with skills which they can use both in future 

education and in later life after full-time education.  Through a broad and balanced 

curriculum we intend to illustrate how arts can enrich lives and cultural capital and 

how it can furnish leisure activities and enjoyment, which in turn can contribute to 

maintaining good mental health.  We aim to allow each child to discover which arts 

areas they find most inspiring and determine which they may wish to pursue further.     

 

The National Curriculum for The Arts 

Key stage 1  

 

Pupils should be taught:  

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products. 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination. 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 

texture, line, shape, form and space. 
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 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and 

making links to their own work. 

Key stage 2  

 

Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their 

use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of 

different kinds of art, craft and design.  

Pupils should be taught: 

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and 

revisit ideas. 

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, 

painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, 

paint, clay]. 

 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

 

Aims 

The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences. 

 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and 

design techniques. 

 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design. 

 know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 

historical and cultural development of their art forms. 

 

Implementation  

Music and Dance lessons are taught by qualified professionals.  Drama and Art 

activities are planned into curriculum topics and delivered by teachers with support 

from other teachers or professionals as appropriate.  Links are made between all arts 

areas and other curriculum subjects as often as possible. 
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Programme of Study 

Following the National Curriculum guidelines, each class should, alongside the teaching of,  The requirements are 

outlined below: 

Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-

quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, 

equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their 

own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think 

critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should 

also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to 

the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. 

 

EYFS 

Children are taught: 

 to use playdough and a variety of other materials to model simple shapes and 

explore their creativity through play. 

 to use paint, pencils and other writing implements to paint and draw pictures. 

 to use art to express their ideas and creativity. 

 to develop fine motor skills through making simple sculptures and other arts 

and crafts activities. 

 to explore role play and dressing up activities. 

 to listen to music and share their thoughts, ideas and feelings about it. 

 to perform simple songs together with their class. 

 to play classroom percussion instruments. 

 to take part in dancing activities using simple movements and patterns. 

 

Year 1 &2 (KS1) 

Children are taught: 

 to use a range of materials (such as recycling) creatively to design and make 

products, such as space rockets and Old London Town. 

 to draw and paint with increasing skill and imagination, such as observational 

drawings and collages of mini-beasts.   
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 to use different forms of sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences 

and imagination, such as making Castles. 

 to explore how colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space can be 

used to create works of art, such as sea collages. 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, (including Paul 

Klee, and Kandinsky) using similar ideas and techniques to create their own art 

works.   

 to examine and describe the differences and similarities between different 

practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

 to use fabric to create puppets using simple stitching, cutting and sticking 

techniques. 

 to take part in role-play and simple drama activities which help them explore 

topics more fully. 

 to use instruments and their voices and bodies for a variety of creative musical 

activities. 

 to sing with enjoyment and improving technique and pitch-matching. 

 to listen with attention and begin to say whether they liked or disliked a piece 

of music. 

 to perform simple dances and routines with improving body control and co-

ordination. 

 to improvise and choreograph simple dances and sequences using different 

movements and patterns. 

 

Year 3 & 4 (Lower KS2) 

Children are taught: 

 to sketch simple objects and produce observational drawings, such as different 

types of food. 

 to review and revisit ideas and facts about their topics through producing 

posters. 

 to use photography for simple projects. 

 to use clay to create sculptures such as food sculptures. 

 to design and make food packaging. 
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 to use beads to make rosaries or jewellery. 

 to use collage to make stained glass window pictures. 

 to use cutting and sticking techniques to make mosaic pictures. 

 to use a variety of mediums such as pencil or charcoal drawings and paintings 

to express their thought and ideas in response to a variety of stimuli and topic 

facts or events. 

 how to create papier mache sculptures such as volcanoes and crosses. 

 about great artists, architects and designers in history including Van Gogh. 

 to develop their acting skills through role play and play script writing.  Explore 

different events and ideas through dramatic representation. 

 to sing with improving technique. 

 to play instruments with greater control and precision and compose music with 

some attention to details and purpose. 

 to listen to music with attention and comment using some musical vocabulary.  

Comment on the mood of the music and begin to understand how the 

composer has produced this effect. 

 to perform dance sequences and routines with improving skill of execution and 

learn dance techniques or moves from specific eras or regions. 

 to create dances with greater attention to structure, originality and quality of 

performance. 

 

Year 5 & 6 (Upper KS2)  

Children are taught: 

 to sketch objects and produce observational drawings with improving 

technique and accuracy. 

 to review and revisit ideas and facts about their topics through producing 

posters and information leaflets. 

 to use photography and simple editing techniques. 

 to use clay to create sculptures such as human hearts. 

 to use splatter / sponge painting and printing techniques. 

 to use cutting and sticking techniques to make collages and pictures. 



Our School Values  

Respect - Self-belief –Faith-Friendship -Resilience - Self-control-Perseverance-Aspiration 

 

At St. Joseph’s we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus. 

Aspiring for excellence for all, together as a catholic community. 

 

 to use a variety of mediums such as pencil or charcoal drawings and paintings 

to express their thought and ideas in response to a variety of stimuli and topic 

facts or events. 

 how to create papier mache sculptures such as volcanoes and crosses. 

 about great artists, architects and designers in history including William Morris, 

Dante, Rosetti and John Everett Mills. 

 to take part in drama re-enactments and productions with improving acting 

technique, vocal projection and awareness of the audience. 

 to sing with good vocal technique and expression. 

 to play instruments with increasing control and imagination and compose 

music with increasing skill and attention to details and purpose. 

 to listen to music with attention and comment on techniques employed by the 

composer and the effects these have. 

 to perform dance sequences and routines with improving skill of execution and 

learn dance techniques or moves from specific eras or regions. 

 to create dances with greater attention to structure, originality and quality of 

performance. 

 

Assessment and Recording 

Dance and music are assessed in accordance with criteria as stated in the Music and PE 

policies. 

Art and Drama are assessed by the class teachers depending on their observations and 

the work produced in line with English, topic or art assessments.   

 

Impact  

Children will experience a wide variety of arts activities and be enabled to form their 

own judgements about which arts they enjoy and wish to explore further.  Children 

will gain knowledge, skills, understanding and techniques which will equip them for 

their next phase of education and in later life.  They will establish good basic skills in 

all arts areas which will form the basis for developing greater expertise in the future.  

Children will appreciate the skill of a variety of artists and the hard work and effort 

which goes into producing their work.  They will add to their “Cultural Capital” in a 
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meaningful way through exploration of the wide range of arts activities from different 

eras, countries and cultures.  Children will gain an understanding of how the arts can 

help them maintain good mental health and well-being through doing activities which 

they enjoy. 

 

Inclusion  

All children can benefit from taking part in arts activities.  All children are given the 

opportunity to participate and succeed in arts activities at the level most suitable for 

them.  Children who are not as talented in core subjects sometimes have great 

potential for the arts and should be given the chance to shine and feel the value of 

their achievements equally with those who find academic work easy.   

 

Monitoring 

Teachers are observed teaching lessons and feedback and training are given where 

areas for improvement are identified.  Staff members share their ideas and skills with 

others to benefit them as individuals and the children whom they teach. 

 

Resources 

Tbc  

 

Review 

This policy should be viewed as a working document for the benefit of all concerned 

in the education of the children at St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School. 

 

 

Review Date: July 2020 
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