
Curriculum Information 

Year 5 

Autumn Term 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

During this half term your child will be covering the topic of Mysterious Maya  Through this 

topic we will be covering; Geography, History, Music, French, Art, DT. Our Literacy, Maths, 

computing, Science and some PE skills will be taught stand alone and not always under the 

theme of Mysterious Maya. 

English  Suspense and Mystery – Boy in the Tower by Polly Ho-

Yen 

 Discussion – The space race. Is it worth the money to 

explore so much of space? Should we send animals to 

space? 

 Report - A researched planetary body/ star constellation 

 Poetry – Space themed Tankas 

 Take one book – Cosmic by Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

Exploring literary devices, speech and clauses and how 

sentence length should vary for effect on audiences 

 

 Heavy Grammar Focuses: 

 Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes ( 

-ate; -ise; -ify) 

 Verb prefixes ( dis-, de-, mis-, over- and re-) 

 Relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, 

when, whose, that or an omitted relative pronoun 

 Indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs 

 ( perhaps, surely) 

 Modal verbs ( might, should, will, must) 

 Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph (then, 

after, that, this, firstly) 

 Using brackets 

 Using dashes and commas to indicate parenthesis 

 Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 

 

Maths      

 Place Value and Rounding of Large Numbers  



 Interpret Negative Numbers 

     Place Value of Numbers with up to Three Decimal 

Places  

     Multiply and Divide by 10, 100 and 1,000  

 Properties of Number – Multiples, Factors and 

Common Factors  

 Prime and Composite Numbers  

     Multiply and Divide Mentally  

 Solve Problems Involving Knowledge of Key Facts  

     Add and Subtract Using a Range of Strategies  

     Add and Subtract Using Formal Written Methods  

     Formal Written Method for Multiplication  

     Formal Written Method of Short Division  

     Equivalent Fractions  

 Compare and Order Fractions  

 Adding and Subtracting Fractions  

    

PE  Gymnastics – Wednesday 

 Skills and games  - Friday   

Computing   Game Development 

 Blogging    

Topic  

(focus :  

Science & 

History )  

Engage 

 

Develop  Innovate Express 

 

The Mayan 

Civilisation – 

Economic 

activity, Gods, 

Games and 

Mysteries: 

Discovering the 

ancient 

civilisation of 

Mayans through 

exploring what 

they were like. 

Travelling back 

in time to Maya 

and being led by 

an ancient 

tribesman. 
 

 

Geography of 

central America: 

How did the 

Maya survive for 

1000 years? 

What was their 

climate and 

vegetation like. 

How did they 

manage to build 

their pyramids? 

Find the answer 

to these 

questions and 

more as we 

break down the 

mysteries and 

develop into 

Maya time riders 

 

 

 

Mayan Zodiac and 

the importance of 

stars -  

•describe the 

movement of the 

Earth and other 

planets relative to the 

sun in the solar 

system 

•describe the 

movement of the 

moon relative to the 

Earth  

•describe the sun, 

Earth and moon as 

approximately 

spherical bodies 

•use the idea of the 

Earth’s rotation to 

explain day and night 

and the apparent 

 

Learn how to 

make own 

chocolate like 

the ancient 

Maya. 

Create amazing 

stone carvings 

like the intricate 

Maya stelae. 

Express in glyphs 

(the ancient 

Maya writing 

system) 

Taste Maya 

foods such as 

avocado, 

guacamole, 

tortilla, sweet 

potato, squash, 

papaya, a 

horchaa drink 



movement of the sun 

across the sky 

 

 

and salsa then 

create own 

recipe using 

ingredients. 

RE For our RE curriculum we follow the Come & see scheme of 

work. We cover a topic about every 4 weeks. Each term we 

cover 3 topics, therefore covering 1 and a half topics per half 

term. 

  Create a 

moon/planet face by 

stitching and 

layering. 

Design a new 

celestial rover with 

testing features and 

materials. 

RE Topic 1- 

Ourselves 

Know & 
understand: 
-A deeper 
awareness of ‘who I 
am’ 
-Ourselves as made 
in the image and 
likeliness of God 

 

Topic 2- Life 

Choices 

Know & 
understand: 
-Showing care and 
commitment 
-The call to life and 
love within the 
community- 
marriage 

 

 

Topic 3-

Judaism 

Know and 
Understand:  
How do you think 
the Israelites felt 
when they were 
freed? 
Why is there a 
festival called 
Passover/Pesach? 

Topic 4-

Hope 

Know & 
understand: 
-Waiting 
hopefully 
-Advent is 
the Church’s 
season of 
waiting in 
joyful for the 
coming of 
Jesus, the 
promised 
one, at 
Christmas 
and at the 
end of time 

 

Trips /Visits  Planetarium trip – Date to be confirmed. 

 

 

Year group 

specific 

dates/events 

this half 

term  

Maya launch day:  

Your child will be tasting and investigating what percentage of 

cocoa is in chocolate. 

 16
th
 November - Year 5 Class Assembly : All different, All 

Equal 



Topic 

sharing day  

Thursday December 6
th
 Morning: Parents are welcome to 

attend. Science projects are to be completed by this date. 

Project will be set in Autumn term 2. 

 

 

 


