
 

  
 

 
 

This policy document should be considered in the light of our School Mission 

Statement, which underlines all that underpins our work at St. Joseph’s: 

 

At St. Joseph’s we live, love and learn 

by the example of Jesus 

 

Introduction 

 

Music is an integral part of life at St. Joseph’s.  We believe that music can teach 

children more than “just” musical skills and that all children should be encouraged 

to achieve their full potential in music.   

 

Music lessons throughout the school are taught by a specialist teacher.  Each class 

receives a weekly lesson from the music co-ordinator for either 45 minutes or 1 

hour.  Many classes also take part in additional singing activities with class 

teachers.  Background music can enhance learning, if appropriately selected and is 

therefore used often during daily meditations (“Mindful minutes”), for morning 

activities and sometimes during curriculum lessons while children are working to 

energise and motivate or to calm and settle, depending on the requirements of 

the task.   

 

Scheme of Work  

 

Our current Scheme of Work is specifically designed for St. Joseph’s School and 

forms links with the Creative Curriculum topics for each class with the aim of 

deepening and broadening the children’s experience and understanding of the 

subject matter.  Traditional musical activities are covered and the requirements of 

the new National Curriculum for Music are met through stimulating and exciting 

projects throughout the school.  Activities are updated and refined whenever 

topics change, with particularly successful activities retained or amended as 

appropriate. 

 

The recent National Curriculum for Music places far greater emphasis on reading 

traditional musical notation and on listening to, evaluating and analysing a wide 
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range of musical styles and traditions.  Children are encouraged to compose their 

own melodies and notate them using either color-coded or traditional stave 

notation.  Children are introduced to many different styles and genres of music 

and learn about orchestral instruments and their families.  We will continue to 

provide a differentiated Music Curriculum for all children, specifically developed 

to suit the individual needs of the children attending the school.   

 

Children are exposed to different styles and genres of music in lessons such as 

Curriculum Dance lessons.  They will undertake many other listening activities 

during the year.  Together with discussion of the Composers and musical Era, this 

will contribute to the development of an understanding of the history of music.   

 

Year 3 children learn simple recorder playing skills as part of the “First Access” 

initiative.  As part of these lessons they will learn to read traditional musical 

notation for simple rhythms and begin to develop an awareness of how pitch 

relates to the shape of musical notation.  Children in Key Stage 2 are given further 

opportunities to develop and improve their music reading skills through many 

different activities in their class music lessons.  Many children will also take 

optional instrumental tuition on flute, violin or clarinet.   

 

The school owns 20 Ukuleles, which are played in curriculum lessons by children 

in Years 6 & 5.  There are Ukulele clubs for children who are invited to attend 

either because they are unable to take up instrumental tuition due to financial 

reasons or because they show particular potential in music. 

 

St. Joseph’s School fully recognises the importance of music both as a subject in its 

own right and as a medium to develop learners’ personal expression, reflection 

and emotional development.  Listening to and studying music from other 

countries and styles can encourage an awareness of and acceptance of the 

differences of culture and tradition. 

 

Music can contribute to cultivating good teamwork and self-discipline skills and to 

raising self-esteem and a sense of achievement.  Children are encouraged to use 

the “Three Cs of Composition:” communication; co-operation & compromise in 

order to create better music through collaboration. 

 

All classes are regularly involved in performing, composing, listening and 

appraising / evaluating activities suited to their age and ability levels.  Audio or 

video evidence will be collected to log and monitor achievements in composition 

and performance activities. 

 

I-pads will continue to form part of the music curriculum and ICT programmes 

and “apps” will be explored with a view to developing song writing and other 

musical skills.   

 

Expected Outcomes 

 



 All children are encouraged to sing with enjoyment and enthusiasm from 

an early age and to develop good diction, accurate pitch matching and 

beautiful vocal sound quality when singing. 

 Hymn practice is held once a week, during which the children practice 

hymns and songs which can be performed in masses, prayer services and 

assemblies. 

 Children are encouraged to work together harmoniously, making music 

both individually and in a group, sharing ideas and co-operating with other 

group members. 

 Children are encouraged to develop an awareness of musical traditions and 

developments from different time periods and cultures. 

 Children explore sounds and music, carrying out investigation, exploration, 

invention, practice and selection as part of their lessons. 

 Opportunities for children to further develop both vocal and instrumental 

performing skills as part of a group and as individuals.   

 Children perform to their class, in assemblies / events, plays and concerts 

throughout the year. 

 Musical activities and action songs help improve co-ordination and physical 

control. 

 A life-long love of music is encouraged in all children as they learn about 

the social, entertainment and recreation opportunities offered by 

involvement in music.   

 Reception and Year 1 classes perform a Nativity Production which includes 

music, singing, dancing and spoken parts. 

 Years 5 and 6 perform a joint production during the summer term. 

 Instrumental tuition is optional from year 4 onwards in flute, violin and 

clarinet. 

 Years 3 & 4 perform the main parts of a service for Holy week.   

 Years 1 & 2 take part in an Easter Celebration involving music and singing.   

 

Planning 

 

 The Scheme of Work has been specifically tailored for St. Joseph’s School 

and links are made with the class topics for each term, while covering the 

requirements of the National Curriculum for Music. 

 Appropriate planning will be made for children with special needs, 

including tasks with open-ended outcomes to allow for more able or gifted 

and talented children wherever possible.   

 Differentiated experiences in relation to age and / or ability will be 

fundamental to planning.   

 Records will be kept for purposes of planning, assessing and developing 

common standards and progression within classes and the school as a 

whole. 

 

Level Descriptors/Assessment/Target Setting 

 



Progression in music is shown through different expectations for each Key Stage.  

Children will be given opportunities to fulfil the different expectations during 

music lessons. 

 

Assessment protocols are continuously being updated and refined.  Level 

descriptors no longer apply so formal, termly levelling of children is not required.  

The music co-ordinator uses the overall achievement of each child during lessons 

to assign a descriptor (either: Exceeding [3]; Expected [2] or Emerging [1]) under 4 

categories.  The 4 categories for Key Stage 1 are: Using voices; Playing 

(instruments); Listening / imagining and Engagement / Behaviour.  At Key Stage 2 

the categories are: Performing (instrumental and vocal); Composition / 

improvisation; Listening / appraising and Engagement / Behaviour.  We will 

continue to make use of audio / video records of children’s composition and 

performance work. 

 

 

Reporting 

After receiving the annual school reports in the summer term, parents are given 

the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress at parental consultations.   

 

Children who have instrumental tuition also receive a separate report from their 

specialist instrumental teacher.   

 

 

Monitoring  

 

At present, the music co-ordinator teaches music to all classes, maintaining 

standards throughout the school. 

 

 

Resources 

 

School resources include a piano, keyboard, CD players, 20 ukuleles, music stands 

and many assorted tuned and un-tuned percussion instruments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra-curricular activities 

   



 The School Orchestra and Choir rehearse weekly before or after school and 

perform in school assemblies, concerts and at other events throughout the 

year. 

 A memorial concert in honour of Mr. Geoffrey Kinton is organised in 

which former students return to perform and instrumental teachers are 

involved. 

 Year 6 visit local shopping centre and home for the elderly to perform 

Christmas Carols. 

 Combined School Orchestras Day in collaboration with The Broxbourne 

Secondary School and other local Primary Schools. 

 A Recorder Club will be organised for children who are unable to take 

advantage of instrumental tuition but still wish to continue their 

instrumental learning. 

 Ukulele clubs give pupil premium and gifted and talented children the 

opportunity to expand their knowledge of playing and composition 

through an additional instrument.  Some choose to develop their song 

writing skills also. 

 The annual school trip to the theatre inspires children to improve their 

musical performances and to make the most of their talents in singing, 

dancing and drama. 

 

 

 

Access to Music Provision  

 

We recognise that some children may be unable to take advantage of instrumental 

tuition due to financial difficulties following the “First Access” lessons.  To enable 

these children to continue their musical development, all are welcome to join the 

School Choir if they wish to.  Selected children may be invited to take part in a 

Recorder or Ukulele Club to allow them to develop their music reading and 

performance skills further. 

 

 

 

 

Gifted and Talented Policy 

 

The School’s “Gifted and Talented” Policy aims to ensure that particularly talented 

musicians are identified.  Some children may be offered additional opportunities 

within the school to make sure that they are sufficiently challenged and given 

opportunities to further develop their musical skills. 

Review 

 

This policy should be viewed as a working document.  An annual review will take 

place to ensure that all children gain the maximum benefit from their musical 

education at St. Joseph’s.   
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