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This policy should be read in light of our Mission Statement: 

‘At St. Joseph’s we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus.’ 

 

The Nature of Religious Education 

‘Catholics believe that Religious Education is not one subject among many, but the foundation of 

the entire educational process. The beliefs and values it communicates should inspire and unify 

every aspect of school life.’ 

(Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales) 

 

Aims and Objectives 

 

As a faith community, RE is at the core of all that we do as we strive to: 

   present engagingly a comprehensive content which is the basis of knowledge and 

understanding of the Catholic faith; 

   enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding and be 

able to communicate this effectively; 

   present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social teaching so that pupils can 

make a critique of the underlying trends in contemporary culture and society; 

   raise pupils’ awareness of the faith and traditions of other religious communities in order 

to respect and understand them; 

   develop the critical faculties of pupils so that they can relate their Catholic faith to daily 

life; 

   stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in the 

truth of the Catholic faith; 

   enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through Religious Education to their 

understanding of other subjects in the curriculum; 

   to bring clarity to the relationship between faith and life, and between faith and culture. 

 

By fulfilling these aims we endeavour to comply with the following statement from the 

‘Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools’: 

‘The outcome of excellent Religious Education is religiously literate and engaged young people who 

have the knowledge, understanding and skills – appropriate to their age and capacity – to reflect 

spiritually and think ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious 

commitment in everyday life.’ (RECD – 2012) 

 

Religious education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most fundamental 

questions asked by people. At our School we develop the children’s knowledge and understanding 

of the children’s own faith and the major world faiths, and we address the fundamental questions 



in life, for example, the meaning of life and the existence of a divine spirit. We enable children to 

develop a sound knowledge not only of Christianity but also of other world religions, especially 

those that are the main faiths of children within our school. Children reflect on what it means to 

have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We help the children 

learn from religions as well as about religions. 

 

The aims of Religious Education at St. Joseph’s are to help children: 

 

   develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences 

   develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world religions 

and value systems found in Britain 

   develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious tradition; 

   be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to the 

fundamental questions of life 

   develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the cultural differences 

in Britain today 

   develop  investigative  and  research  skills  and  to  enable  them  to  make  reasoned 

judgements about religious issues 

   have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society. 

 

‘Go then to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptise them in the 

name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and teach them to obey everything I have 

commanded you.’ 

(Matthew 28: 19-20). 

 

The Legal Position of Religious Education 

Our school curriculum for religious education meets the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform 

Act (ERA). The ERA stipulates that religious education is compulsory for all children, including those 

in the reception class who are less than five years old. The ERA allows parents to withdraw their 

child from religious education classes if they so wish, although this should only be done once the 

parents have given written notice to the school governors. The ERA also allows teachers to refuse 

to teach religious education, but only after they have given due notice of their intention to the 

school governors. The religious education curriculum forms an important part of our school’s 

spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our school RE 

curriculum is based on the Westminster Diocese Syllabus and it meets all the requirements set out in 

that document. The ERA states that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that the religious 

traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, and that it should, at the same time, take 

account of the teachings and practices of other major religions. 

 

Teaching and Learning Styles 

We base our teaching and learning styles in RE on the key principle that good teaching in RE allows 

children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious ideas and 

concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of values and 



promotes their spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to think about their own 

views and values in relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE curriculum. 

 

Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own experiences and 

extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. We use their experiences at 

Christian religious festivals, celebrations and Masses such as Easter, Advent, All Saints etc. to develop 

their religious thinking. We organize visits to local places of worship and invite representatives of 

local religious groups to come into school and talk to the children. 

 

Children carry out research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths and also 

compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites of passage or festivals. 

Children discuss religious and moral issues using computers and working individually or in groups. 

Sometimes they prepare  presentations and share these with other members  of the school in 

assemblies. 

 

We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities, and so 

we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to 

the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways, for example, by: 

 

     setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 

    using a variety of visual, auditory and kinaesthetic learning styles, 

     setting tasks of increasing difficulty (we do not expect all children to complete all tasks); 

    providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the child; 

     using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children. 

 

The Religious Education Curriculum – Come And See 

‘It is necessary, therefore, that Religious Education in schools be regarded as an academic discipline 

with the same systematic demands and the same rigour as other disciplines. It must present the 

Christian message and the Christian event with the same seriousness and the same depth with which 

other disciplines present their knowledge. However it should not simply be regarded as one subject 

among many, but rather it should engage in interdisciplinary dialogue.……Religious Education in 

schools underpins, activates, develops and completes the educational and catechetical activity of the 

whole school.’ 

(Religious Education Curriculum Directory 2012) 

 

In order to improve our children’s religious literacy and to ensure that we are fully implementing 

the requirements of the Curriculum Directory and other norms of the Bishops’ Conference, as from 

January 2014 we adopted the ‘Come And See’ scheme of work in order to support us in 

developing a fuller understanding of the national Levels of Attainment and improve the teaching of 

Scripture throughout the school. 



Through adopting this scheme, we offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their 

skills and knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the planned progression built into the units 

offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the school, thus developing their 

religious literacy to its full potential. 

 

We carry out the curriculum planning in religious education in three phases (long-term, medium- 

term and short-term). The long-term plan provided the Come And See scheme maps the religious 

education topics studied in each term during each key stage. 

 

As well as discrete RE teaching, we also teach religious education topics in conjunction with other 

subjects. We place an increasing emphasis on independent study of religious themes and topics and 

actively encourage teachers to respond to/reflect upon various RE news stories with their children at 

an appropriate level. 

Our topics 2015-16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Foundation Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Autumn Term 

Domestic 

Church - 

Family 

Myself Families Beginnings Homes People Ourselves Loving 

 World Religions Week - Judaism 

Baptism 

/Confirmation 

– Belonging  

Welcome Belonging Sign & 

Symbols 

Promises Called Choices Vocation and 

Commitment 

Advent / 

Christmas - 

loving 

Birthday Waiting Preparing Visitors Gifts Hope Expectations 

Spring Term CAFOD WEEK 

 

Local Church 

Community 

Celebrating Special 

People 

Books Journeys Community Mission Sources 

Eucharist 

Relating 

Gathering Meals Thanksgiving Listening 

and 

Sharing 

Giving and 

Receiving  

Memorial 

Sacrifice 

Unity 

Lent / Easter 

Giving 

Growing Change Opportunities Giving 

All 

Self-

Discipline 

Sacrifice Death and New 

Life 

Summer Term 

Pentecost - 

serving 

Good 

News 

Holidays 

and Holy 

Days 

Spread the 

Word 

Energy New Life Transformation Witnesses 

Reconciliation 

– inter-

relating 

Friends Being Sorry Rules Choices Building 

Bridges 

Freedom and 

Responsibility 

Healing 

 World Religions Week – Buddhism  

Universal 

Church - 

World 

Our World Neighbours Treasures Special 

Places 

God’s 

people 

Stewardship Common Good 



Contribution of Religious Education to the Teaching of Other Subjects 

English 

Religious education contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively 

promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in 

literacy lessons have religious themes or content, which encourages discussion, and this is our way 

of promoting the skills of speaking and listening. We also encourage the children to write letters 

and record information in order to develop their writing ability. 

 

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 

We use ICT where appropriate in religious education. The children find, select and analyse 

information, using the internet, CDs and DVDs. They also use ICT to review, modify and evaluate 

their work and to improve its presentation. We have an interactive whiteboard in every classroom 

which is used (where appropriate) as part of the RE lesson. 

 

Citizenship 

Through our religious education lessons, we teach the children about the values and moral beliefs 

that underpin individual choices of behaviour. So, for example, we contribute to the discussion of 

topics such as smoking, drugs and health education. We also promote the values and attitudes 

required for citizenship in a democracy by teaching respect for others and the need for personal 

responsibility. In general, by promoting tolerance and understanding of other people, we enable 

children to appreciate what it means to be positive members of our pluralistic society. 



Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 

Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual 

development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of 

life. We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of moral 

and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense of 

identity in a multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so 

doing, they develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives. 

 

Religious Education for Children with Special Needs 

In our school we teach RE to all children, whatever their ability. The teaching of RE is a vital part of 

our school curriculum policy, which states that we provide a broad and balanced education for all 

our children. When teaching RE we ensure that we provide learning opportunities matched to the 

needs of children with learning difficulties. We take into account the targets set for individual 

children in their Health Care Plans. 

 

S.R.E 

The ‘Journey In Love’ programme is used to teach ‘Sex and Relationships Education’. We aim to 

teach children that their own sexuality is a gift from God. Approved by BRES, the programme 

centres on respect for self, for others and ultimately - God the creator. 

Themes 

Nursery: Wonder at God’s love. 

Reception 

Year: God loves each of us in our uniqueness. 

Year 1: We meet God’s love in our family. 

Year 2: We meet God’s love in the community. 

Year 3: How we live in God’s love. 

Year 4: God loves us in our differences. 

Year 5: God loves me in my changing and development. 

Year 6: The wonder of God’s love in creating new life. 

We teach this during the summer term and all parents are informed about when this will be. Year 5 

and 6 parents are invited to a meeting and sometimes the school nurse supports the teaching of SRE 

in year 6.  

 

 

Spirituality 

We want to create an environment where acceptance, respect, mutual trust and love are 

evident and to foster a sense of self-worth. Our aim is to help each child to think, appreciate, 

question and work for what is good in the growth of faith and love. We try to help our children to 

develop a desire to search for meaning through an everyday experience and know that true 

freedom needs a lot of effect. We aim to guide our children to question and grow as they develop 

their spiritual quest. Spirituality will continue to be developed through every aspect of the 

curriculum and every part of school life. 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment and Recording 

We assess children’s work in religious education in a variety of ways. Firstly, using the ‘Agreed 

Understandings and the Levels of Attainment in Religious Education in Catholic Schools  and 

Colleges’ (RECD – Appendix 1/Appendix 2) teachers regularly assess/level work on a formal basis. 

Each term, various samples of leveled work are then moderated at Staff Meetings to verify the 

judgements made. Further moderation is also conducted by the SLT and our diocesan advisor. 

Teachers mark a piece of work once it has been completed and make comments as appropriate, 

including setting targets for further improvement and setting questions to consolidate/promote 

learning. This formative assessment is used to influence and review planning as a topic is still being 

taught.  

 

 

Liturgy and Worship 

Prayer is central to school life at St. Joseph’s and as a faith community we worship in a variety of 

ways as follows: 

 

Through regular whole school assemblies, where the children are made aware of their 

religious responsibility within the home, school and parish and the role they play in the 

‘wider church’. 

In the classroom where a ‘Prayer Table’ is the focus for daily class worship. The children are 

encouraged to pray spontaneously and also taught the traditional prayers of the Church. 

Children are encouraged to offer up personal prayers and contribute to a ‘Class Prayer 

Book’. 

In addition to whole school assemblies the main events of the Liturgical year are celebrated 

by the whole school through music, drama and prayerful reflection. Children throughout the 

whole school contribute to these celebrations as appropriate. 

Special feast days are celebrated in the school when the parish priest visits to lead the 

celebrations, including Liturgies to mark the start of each term. 

Key Stage 2 classes (Year 3 to Year 6) celebrate a Class Mass and the children in the EYFS and 

Key Stage 1 take part in their own Prayer Services. Parents and family members are also 

encouraged to join in the celebration of these celebrations. 

Our Chaplaincy Team are involved in preparing/delivering various celebrations including the 

Ash Wednesday Service, the Holy Week Service, various Key Stage assemblies and sessions 

dedicated to the Rosary (October and May). The Chaplaincy Team also attend the ‘Good 

Shepherd Mass’ each year at Westminster Cathedral. 

Monday  Whole school assembly (led by Mr 

Gorton or Miss Thomas) 

Tuesday Key Stage 2 Assembly  

Wednesday Hymn practice 

Thursday EYFS & KS1 assembly  

Friday  Class assembly (as per rota ) or in class 

reflection. 

 

 

 



Parental Involvement 

At St. Joseph’s, we recognise and value the vital role of parents as the first educators of their 

children. Parents are regularly updated on the content of the RE Curriculum and the Catholic life of 

the school through the school website and various other forms of communication. A termly letter 

which outlines the Come And See topics and outlining important dates and celebrations is sent to all 

parents and parents are invited to attend all Masses (whole school and class), Prayer Services and 

Class Assemblies. RE homework is sent home on a regular basis and parents are invited to share in 

their children’s achievements in RE in the annual written report and at Parent Consultations. All 

parents also receive a copy of the Wednesday Word to encourage them to share time with their 

child(ren) discussing the Gospel reading for the forthcoming Sunday.  

 

Display 

At St. Joseph’s, we take great pride in creating vibrant and engaging RE displays which celebrate our 

faith and provide the children with a sense of pride and achievement through having their work 

displayed. All children’s work is displayed on Class RE displays which are changed for every topic .  

In addition to this, each Class RE display incorporates a ‘Reflection’ Table, which includes 

various icons/artefacts and a book of prayers written by the children. 

Every class has a reflection table; this is a focal point within the classroom and a place to reflect upon. 

These are changed regularly, either topically or thematically linked to the liturgical calendar or special 

feast days.  

 

Liturgical colours 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources 

At St. Joseph’s, we have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all our religious 

education teaching units and other Liturgical feasts and seasons. The majority of resources for 

religious education are stored in the resource room. These include candles, drapes and artefacts to 

be used at different times in the Liturgical year. Resources for class and school Masses are also stored 

in this location. 

 

 

 

 



The Subject Leader has organised an additional resource area with relevant books, posters, videos 

etc. that can be used to enhance lessons and displays. There is a set of bibles for each year group 

and a collection of religious artefacts that we use to enrich teaching in religious education. A set of 

Jewish and Sikh artefacts and other major world faith resource books are also available for studying 

different faiths. 

The school library has a wide range of RE topic and other world faith books which are continually 

updated. Computer hardware/software is also available to support the  children’s  individual 

research and each classroom has an interactive whiteboard. An additional interactive whiteboard is 

located in the hall and is used (where appropriate) as part of Religious celebrations such as Masses 

Class/Key Stage/Whole School Assemblies, and Prayer Services. 

All teacher have access to on-line resources for the Come And See scheme of work which includes 

planning, images and video footage to support their teaching. 

 

 

 

Inclusion 

As a school we ensure that all children and staff are treated fairly and equally. All children have 

equal rights to access all areas of the curriculum, regardless of race, gender and disability. Within this 

subject area, the SLT, the Governing Body and all staff endeavour to provide the appropriate 

provision for this to occur. This policy follows the guidelines and practices that are stated and 

outlined in St. Joseph’s Equality Policy. 

 

Other religions 

As part of our diocese directive and linked to our Come And See Scheme we teach two World 

Religions every year. In the Autumn term we teach 1 week (10%) of Judaism. Every year follows the 

set lessons for their year group from Come & See. As well as various assemblies and resource support 

from The RE lead. In the summer term we follow a three year cycle for the remaining. 

2013-14 Islam 

2014-15 Hinduism 

2015-16 Sikhism 

2016-17 Buddhism 

At times during the academic year we will make reference to other religions and celebrations in 

assemblies and some reflection times.(see our SMSC Calendar) 

 

 

Links with the Wider Community 

The school ethos is based on service to others. Pupils are encouraged to see themselves as 

part of a community in which each member plays a role. This is a value that is continually 

promoted at St. Joseph’s, in classroom, assemblies and at other times in the school day. 

Examples of links with the local and wider community include: 

   A wide variety of speakers in assemblies and to promote various fund raising ventures (ie: 

CAFOD, the NSPCC, Action Aid); 



   Carol Singing for the elderly in residential homes and for the general public in the local 

shopping centre; 

   Chaplaincy Team links/visits with other Catholic Schools with a Chaplaincy Team; 

   Participation in the CSAW project with other local Church schools (2013 – Noah) 

   School Council/Chaplaincy Team initiatives to support various charities; 

   Termly School Action Aid fund-raising events; 

   Involvement  with  Cheshunt  Extended  Services  (CHEXS)  offering  a  wide  variety  of 

courses/services for people in the local area; 

   Various visits linked to the CHEXS ‘Growing Club’; 

   Year 6 participation in an afternoon of sport with other local Catholic primary school; 

   Shared INSET with other schools in the local area; 

   Links with the University of Hertfordshire and Hertfordshire Regional College (student 

placements); 

   Work experience opportunities for local secondary school pupils; 

   Involvement in the local School Sports Partnership; 

 ongoing community links with community fundraising projects led by our chaplaincy team. 

 Class fundraising work leading on from their topic curriculum projects. 

 Our rights respecting teams work with UNICEF 

 

Monitoring and Review 

The RE Subject Leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of the children’s work and the 

quality of the teaching in religious education. He is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the 

teaching of religious education, advising on Assemblies, Collective Act of Worship and Liturgies and 

organising resources needed for teaching different topics and displays. 

 

The Subject Leader is also responsible for ensuring that all staff are updated on current 

developments in the subject area, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in 

the school. 

 

The RE-link governor (Mr Pat Coyne) meets regularly with the RE Subject Leader to review 

progress. 

 

Mr Gorton is currently the Religious Education Subject Leader.  

Review Date: September 2018 


