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St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Higher Learning Potential Policy 

September 2017 

 

 

This policy should be read in light of our Mission Statement:  

‘At St. Joseph’s, we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus’ 

 

‘Meeting the needs of children with a higher learning potential is about building on 

outstanding provision, not about providing something entirely different.’ 

 

AIMS 

 To identify children who have a higher learning potential, are talented , including 

those who are underachieving 

 To ensure that pupils with outstanding or exceptional abilities make appropriate 

progress 

 To develop a curriculum that is broad and balanced and which impacts on the 

achievements of the gifted and talented. 

 To provide opportunities that will boost the achievements of the talented child and 

the child who is achieving above and beyond year group expectations and have the 

potential the learn higher both in and outside of the classroom 

 To implement the values of inclusion so that the potential of the Higher learning 

potential child can achieve ,excel and be continuously challenged. 

DEFINITION 

 ‘Higher Learning Potential’ (HLP) pupils who are exceptionally able in one or more 

“academic” areas of the curriculum. This includes Literacy, Mathematics, Science and 

Humanities.  

 TALENTED pupils who are exceptionally able in non academic subjects. This includes 

PE, Art, Drama and Music.  

 ‘Those who show outstanding achievement or potential ability in a wide range of 

contexts.They may have specific aptitude ,may be particularly creative or may be 

outstanding leaders or team members.’DFES 

NOTE  

Learners who are ;’ Higher learning potential’children and talented can be very varied, and 

identification needs careful consideration. There may be 3 types of very able learner: 

 The high flier, who responds at high levels to differentiated and challenging tasks 

 The coaster with a pattern of low level response 

 The disaffected, with problematic behaviour that can mask potential ability. 

 

IDENTIFICATION 

Children who are either Higher learning potential or talented can be identified using the 

following procedures: 
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 Teacher and Teaching assistant observations of pupil behaviour  

 Peer group nomination(see appendix) 

 Use of teacher assessments 

 Use of work scrutiny’s / evidence from books/work 

 Use of standardised tests, including non-verbal for underachievers 

 Parent nomination 

 Self nomination 

 Records from previous school 

 Educational  psychologist assessments 

The process of nominating  HLP and  talented children needs to be carried out annually, as 

children are developing all the time through the varied experiences being provided at 

school. 

It is recommended that the process of identification be implemented in October of each 

academic year. 

 

THE PROCESS OF IDENTIFICATION  

1. Teachers begin the process of identification by talking with staff that have experience 

of their pupils, asking which individuals have or may have outstanding learning 

potential and talents. 

2. Parents will be informed at the first parental consultations in October and some 

aspects of provision mapping shared. 

3. evidence is collated 

4. Provision mapping is completed each half term 

5. A register  should be completed to give an overview of pupils within each class who 

are HLP and talented by November of each year. 

6. The register details should be entered into the school database, for further analysis. 

7. The register is also broken up in to Areas of HLP , potential  and Talent in order to 

monitor the progress of children.  

 

Some of the provision that is in place for HLP pupils: 

 Questioning  - higher level questioning  

 Projects 

 Open ended tasks 

 Problem solving 

 Investigations 

 Extension tasks – extending thinking 

 Differentiation 

 Deeper/wider not just more  

 Motivational maths links 
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 Personalised targets 

 Personalised success criteria 

 BLP – Building Learning power 

 

Behaviour traits of the high-flier and to some extent the coaster. 

 Thinks quickly, accurately 

 Works systematically 

 Generates creative working solutions 

 Works flexibly 

 Processes unfamiliar information and apply knowledge and experience to new 

situations 

 Is particularly creative 

 Shows great sensitivity or empathy 

 Are outstanding leaders or team members 

 Makes sound judgements 

 Communicates thoughts and ideas well 

 

Behaviour traits of the disaffected learner 

 Low self-esteem 

 Poor study skills 

 Poor concentration 

 Poor test performance 

 Orally knowledgeable, written work poor 

 Apparently bored 

 Achieving below in basic subjects 

 Daily work often incomplete 

 Absorbed in private world 

 Excessively  self-critical 

 Unable to make good relationships with peers or teachers 

 Emotionally unstable 

 Sometimes aggressive 

 

To be reviewed September 2018
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HLP & TALENTED – PEER GROUP REFERRAL EARLY YEARS 

 CHILD 1 CHILD 2 CHILD 3 CHILD 4 CHILD 5 CHILD 6 

If you fell over in the playground, 

who would be good to take care of 

you [P.S.H.E.] 

      

Who would be good at talking to all 

the boys and girls [lit] 

      

Who would be good at reading a 

story to you [lit] 

      

Who counts well and really likes 

numbers [num] 

      

Who is good at solving puzzles [num]       

Who would be good to have in a 

sports team [P.E.] 

      

Who would be good at singing your 

favourite song [musical] 

      

Who would be good drawing pictures 

[art] 

      

Who would be good at making 

models [D.T.] 
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TALENTED – PEER GROUP REFERRAL YEARS 1-6 

 

 CHILD 1 CHILD 2 CHILD 3 CHILD 4 CHILD 5 CHILD 6 

Who is good at talking to the class 

[lit] 

      

Who can read and write good stories 

[lit] 

      

Who is really good at numeracy 

[logic/mathematical] 

      

Who is a good artists and does great 

drawings [art] 

      

Who can sing well [musical]       

Who would you have on your sports 

team [P.E.] 

      

Who makes excellent models [D.T.]       

Who would always help you if you 

fell over or had a problem [P.S.H.E.] 
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APPENDIX 6 – High Order Questions 

 

Higher Order Questions 

 

 

Application questions: 

 

Application means that the information learned 

can be applied in different contexts. 

 

Children are able to transfer knowledge learned 

in one situation to another. 

 

Children can make links with other stories. 

 Can you think of another story which has a 

similar theme?  e.g. good or even, weak over 

strong, wise over foolish. 

 Do you know another story which deals with 

the same issues? e.g. social, cultural, moral, 

issues. 

 Which other author handles time in this way 

e.g. flashbacks, dreams. 

 Which stories have openings like this? 

 

 

Analytical questions: 

 

This type of question requires the child to build 

on existing knowledge. 

 

They require the children to identify implicit 

meanings, make inference and deduction and 

become aware of the author’s intentions. 

 

They ask children to show an understanding of 

significant themes, ideas, events and characters 

and refer to the text when explaining views. 

 

These questions ask children to analyse mood, 

setting and characters, style, structure and other 

key aspects. 

 

They encourage children to express opinions 

and preferences about major events or ideas in 

stories or poems. 

 

They ask children to refer to the text when 

explaining views. 

 

 

 

 

 What makes you think that? 

 What words give you that impression? 

 How do you feel about ...? 

 Can you explain why …? 

 Do you agree with ______’s opinion? 

 I wonder what the writer intended? 

 What was the author’s mind? 

 What do these words mean and why do you 

think the writer chose them? 

 How has the author used adjectives to make 

this character funny? 

 Why did the author choose this setting. 

 Can you support your view with evidence? 

 Are there any familiar patterns you notice? 

e.g. familiar story structure, images. 
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Questions requiring synthesis: 

 

These kinds of questions ask children to take an 

idea from one context and reapply it in a 

different context. 

 

They encourage children to restructure text: 

- rewriting a narrative as a diary 

- discussing a familiar story and changing 

elements 

- changing an explanatory text into a diagram 

 

They ask children to innovate text (parody) e.g. 

Alex and the Glass Slipper. 

 

They ask children to develop a critical stance. 

 

Children can retrieve and collate information 

from a range of sources. 

 

This can lead to a construction of an argument 

or opinion, or making predictions. 

 

Children can select sentences, phrases and 

relevant information to support their views. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What is your opinion? What evidence do you 

have to support your view? 

 Using all the evidence available, can you tell 

me what you feel about …? 

 Given what you know about … what do you 

think? 

 How would the views put across in these 

texts affect your views on …? 

 What would this character think about …? 

(possibly a present day issue) 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation questions: 

 

This type of question asks children to make 

judgements about what they have analysed and 

define the reasons for those judgements. 

 

They also compare and contrast. 

 

They interrogate and evaluate the story. 

 

They require the use of evidence and reasoning. 

 

 

 What makes this a successful story?  What 

evidence do you have to justify your opinion? 

 Does it work? 

 Could it be better?  Is it as good as? 

 Which is better and why? 

 

 

 

Adapted from Bloom’s Taxonomy 

 

 
 


