
New School Year Celebration 

Friday 8
th
 September 2017 

 

Entrance Hymn:  Here I Am To Worship 

 

Introduction 

Welcome to our first Mass of the school year at St. Joseph’s in which we 

say thank you for everything that we have been blessed with in our lives, 

including everyone in our school community. We also give thanks for all 

the wonderful and exciting learning opportunities which we will all enjoy 

in the year ahead.  

 

As we begin a new school year at St. Joseph’s, we look forward with great 

excitement to the numerous challenges and wonderful learning 

experiences that await us in the coming months.  

 

We also welcome all of the new children into Nursery and Reception and 

hope that these children will settle quickly into our school community and 

make many new friends. We also welcome Miss Entwisle and Mr 

Gallagher who have joined the teaching team at St. Joseph’s this year. We 

pray that they both enjoy a very fruitful and rewarding time at St. Josephs.  

 

In this Mass today, we are going to think about all of the members of our 

school community who make St. Joseph’s such a wonderful place. We are 

going to thank God for these special people, and for the happiness that 

they bring to us. 

 

With these thoughts in our mind, let us begin our celebration. 

 

Penitential Rite 

Fr. John: As we begin our Mass, we ask God’s forgiveness for our faults 

and failings, and particularly for ways in which we sometimes needlessly 

hurt each other. 

 

1. You have come to bring us the life of love                                                   

Lord  have mercy…. 

 

2. You have come to bring us the light of truth 

Christ have mercy…. 

 



3. You plead for us at the right hand of God our Father 

   Lord have mercy….  

  

First Prayer 

God our Father, we thank you for the opportunities that this new school 

year will bring. May we all grasp these opportunities and make the most 

of them. We make our prayer through Jesus your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading (1 Cor. 13:4-8) 

The first reading is from a letter Saint Paul wrote to the Christian people in 

a place called Corinth. He is telling them about the kind of love that real 

friends should have for each other. 

 

"This is what love is like. Love is never in a hurry, and is always kindness 

itself. 

It is never snobbish or rude or selfish. 

It doesn't keep on talking about the wrong things other people do. 

Remembering the good things is happiness enough. 

Love is tough. It can face anything. 

It never loses trust in God, or in men and women. 

It never loses hope and it never gives in. 

Love holds good, everywhere, for everybody, for ever." 

 

The Word of the Lord... 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 95:1 - 2, 3 - 5, 6 –7 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Please stand to greet the gospel. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia.  

Blessed are the pure in heart;  

for they shall see God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Gospel John 14: 23 – 26 

 



The Holy Spirit will teach you everything. 

 

Bidding Prayers 

1. The response to the prayers is ‘hear our prayer’. 

As we begin a new school year together at St. Joseph’s, bless all of us, your 

children, as we work, play and pray together. Also, please bless each 

individual who works within our school community to make it such a 

special place. 

 

Lord, in your goodness... hear our prayer. 

 

2. We pray that we can be like Jesus who was a good friend to everyone 

he met. May we try to be good friends to everyone in school and make 

sure that no-one feels left out or alone. 

 

Lord, in your goodness... hear our prayer. 

 

3. We pray that we can all learn from each other this year because You 

made us all unique and different, Lord. We enjoy different things and can 

do different things. Help us to learn from our friends around us. 

 

Lord, in your goodness...hear our prayer. 

 

4. We pray that we can all remember that friendship means sharing with 

others and helping them whenever we can. 

 

Lord, in your goodness...hear our prayer.  

 

5. We pray for those people who may be experiencing difficulties of some 

kind at the moment. May we be there for them and help them through 

their troubles. 

 

Lord, in your goodness...hear our prayer. 

 

6. We pray for our parents who love and care for us dearly. May they be 

comforted in the knowledge that we will all settle quickly into our new 

classes and enjoy another wonderful year at St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary 

School. 

 

Lord, in your goodness...hear our prayer. 



 

7. We pray for those children and members of staff that we said goodbye 

to in July. May they settle into their new schools quickly and may they 

always have fond memories of St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School. 

 

Lord, in your goodness…hear our prayer.  

 

8. We pray for Mr Gallagher and Miss Entwisle who have joined St. 

Joseph’s this year. May we all make them feel welcome in our school 

community and help them to settle in quickly. 

Lord in your goodness…hear our prayer. 

 

Let us now ask Mary, the mother of Jesus, and our mother too, to add her 

prayers to ours as we say…Hail Mary... 

  

Offertory Hymn: You Are My All In All 

 

Second Prayer 

God our Father, we offer you bread and wine, but today we also bring to 

you our love for you and one another. Take our love and make it 

stronger. Take our love and make it a little more like the love that Jesus 

has for all people. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord who… 

 

Communion Hymn: This Little Light Of Mine 

 

Third Prayer  

God our Father, we have come close to you through your Son, Jesus. Help 

us to continue to grow ever closer with him and with all your children, so 

that your people may really be one great family, full of your love and the 

love of the same Jesus Christ…  

 

Recessional Hymn: St. Joseph’s School Hymn 

 


