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Dear Parents, 

It is hard to believe that the end of term has actually arrived, and with it, the end of yet another academic 

year at St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School. 

And what a wonderful year it has been with so much to celebrate and remember…certainly too much to list 

here! However, the summer holiday is the perfect opportunity to reflect upon all of the marvellous 

achievements of all of our boys and girls, both on an individual and a collective basis. On a personal level, it 

seems only like a few weeks ago that all of the children returned last September, never mind over 10 months 

ago! 

One particular ‘event’ worthy of noting this year was our long anticipated visit from OFSTED in April. The 

feedback received in our report demonstrated what an incredibly strong school community we have and 

how truly amazing our children are…something that we should never take for granted. All members of our 

school community should be very proud of the contents of the report and the wonderful comments that can 

be found therein including: 

'The school’s work to promote pupils’ personal development and welfare is outstanding.' 

'Pupils love their school and are extremely proud of it. They rightly see their school as a friendly and 

welcoming place. They are respectful, considerate and supportive of everyone in the school.' 

'Pupils have excellent attitudes to learning. They are keen to do well and they work hard. Pupils take pride 

in their work and they do their best.' 

'The behaviour of pupils is outstanding. Pupils behave extremely well during lessons. Teachers’ expectations 

of how pupils should behave are high and pupils respond accordingly.' 

'Relationships between staff and pupils are very strong. Teachers know pupils very well and this helps pupils 

to feel extremely well supported. Pupils said that teachers ‘try to help you on your level’ and that ‘they 

don’t judge you’. The strength of these relationships is a key reason for pupils’ consistently good attitudes to 

learning.' 

All of the above (and much more besides) make St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School a truly special place! 

Finally, on behalf of all of the staff, may I express our gratitude for the lovely gifts and messages that have 

been received in the last few days. Such gestures are truly appreciated and mean more than you will ever 

know. Have a lovely summer break! 
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This Week’s Thought of the Week  

With the Lord at our side the journey is easier.  

Lord, you said that once I decided to follow you, 

you'd walk with me all the way. 

But I have noticed that during the most  

troublesome times in my life  

there is only one set of footprints. 

I don't understand why  

when I need you most you would leave me." 

 

The Lord replied: 

"My precious child, I love you and would 

never leave you. 

During your times of trial and suffering, 

when you see only one set of footprints, it was then 

that I carried you." 

 

End of Year School Picnic 

Once again, the rain tried to put a halt to our plans on Tuesday night…but after having to cancel Sports Day 

twice…on Wednesday it was third time lucky with our picnic at Lee Valley Park! 

Due to the torrential downpours, we had to delay our departure a little to allow the grass to dry out 

properly, but this certainly didn’t worry the boys and girls once they were there! Indeed, getting there (and 

back!) itself was an adventure in itself as we crossed the new pedestrian bridge over the train 

track…including 102 steps!  Once we arrived we had a short play session followed by lunch and then a 

longer play session on the ‘big’ field over the river…what freedom! As we were leaving the clouds started to 

gather but luckily the rain passed over thanks to the breeze. There was certainly no need to worry about 

getting sunburnt! What a great day! 

Talent Show  

Once again yesterday, we were treated to a truly amazing talent show at St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary 

School. As always, all of the acts/performers ‘gave it their all’ and provided us with a wonderful hour’s 
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entertainment…far better than anything you’ll see on the TV! Of course, there can only be one winner, and 

the winning act for St. Joseph’s Has Got Talent 6 was Edbert. Well done to the Year 6 ‘crew’ (both on and 

back stage!) who helped the show to run so smoothly…some of those TV presenters should be wary! 

Finally…a big thank you and well done to Rosie (and Mrs O’Connor…her assistant!) for putting the whole 

show together…it was a truly spectacular success as I’m sure that all of the parents who were lucky enough 

to be present would agree! 

Year 6 Production and Leavers’ Mass 

Earlier this week we were treated to two very special (and different!) celebrations by the boys and girls in 

Year 6. On Monday the West End came to Waltham Cross in spectacular fashion as we were treated to a 

truly marvellous end of year production…with Year 6 being ably assisted by a wonderful Year 5 choir. We 

enjoyed an hour and a half of hilarious ‘one-liners’ and marvellous singing as we heard all about Ali Bab’s 

efforts to foil Balthazar Bongo and his bumbling bandits to save Princess Satsuma and the Royal Ruby. Add 

to this the ravenous camel Humphrey who eats everything in his sight and a whole host of hilarious 

characters and you had the perfect recipe for a fabulous evening’s entertainment. Well done to all of the 

boys and girls for putting on such a wonderfully entertaining show. 

Following this on Tuesday, and in stark contrast to the previous evening, we enjoyed a beautifully reflective 

Leavers’ Mass on the theme of ‘Moving On’. 

A huge THANK YOU and WELL DONE to Mrs Kendal for putting on two such special celebrations/events in 

such a short space of time…quite phenomenal! Finally, sincere thanks to Miss Saha and Mrs Smith for their 

wonderful contribution to ‘all things Year 6’ this year. 

Recommended Holiday Reads 

Boys and girls, during the summer holidays why not take the opportunity to indulge yourselves in a spot of 

additional reading to fill some of those many hours that you will have ‘free’?! 

Here are some book recommendations that you might enjoy: 

5+ readers 

1. What's My Name? by Wendy Finney 

2. Best Friends! by Wendy Finney 

3. Truly Foul & Cheesy Body Jokes and Facts Bookby John Townsend 

7+ readers 

1. The Accidental Billionaire by Tom McLaughlin 

2. My Evil Twin is a Supervillain by David Solomons 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14005
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14443
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14414
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14407
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14402
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3. Rubies and Runaways by Janine Beacham 

9+ readers 

1. Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 

2. The Sands of Shark Island by Alexander Mccall Smith 

3. Beetle Boy by M.G. Leonard 

11+ readers 

1. Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 

2. The Island at the End of Everything by Kiran Millwood-Hargrave 

3. Welcome to Nowhere by Elizabeth Laird 

Important Diary Dates 

Date Time Event 

Monday 4
th
 September 

2017 

 School starts 

Wednesday 6
th
 

September  

3.20pm Meet the Teacher  

Friday 8
th
 September  9.10am Beginning of Year Mass 

 

Remember these dates are available on the school website along with the holiday dates for the next 

academic year. 

Holiday To Do’s  

Magic Ten Mathematics Family activity Mr Gorton’s joke of the week 

Try these tricky problems! 

Key Stage 1 

https://nrich.maths.org/7185 

Key Stage 2 

https://nrich.maths.org/7506 

1. Build a sand castle 

2. Eat ice cream 

3. Have at least 1 day 

without technology 

4. Laugh 

5. Talk 

6. Walk in the park 

7. Have a picnic 

8. Read a book 

9. Make cakes 

10. Enjoy yourself and be 

happy! 

I've just written a song about 

tortillas; actually, it’s more of a 

rap! 

 

Have a wonderful Summer Holiday! 

 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14445
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14364
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14470
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/12293
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13188
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14195
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14422
https://nrich.maths.org/7185
https://nrich.maths.org/7506

