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St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Curriculum Policy 

                                         September 2016 

 

This policy should be read in light of our Mission Statement that states: 

 

‘At St. Joseph’s, we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus.’ 

INTRODUCTION 

The curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise.  It includes not only the formal 

requirements of the National Curriculum, but also a range of extra-curricular activities. At St 

Joseph’s Catholic Primary school we ensure that the curriculum does not remain static.  It is 

necessary to evaluate the changing needs of the pupils and the impact of economic, social 

and cultural change in order to shape an individual curriculum that is personal to the needs 

of the learners at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary school.  Our curriculum enables staff to 

maintain high standards, promote continuity and coherence and promote public and 

international understanding. 

The importance of a ‘Creative Curriculum’ and promoting a love of learning is recognised 

by all staff.  Enjoyable lessons foster confidence, encourage the ability to ask questions and 

help pupils to absorb knowledge and skills.  We recognise the importance of providing 

pupils with the practical, life skills they will need when they leave school and strive to make 

learning purposeful and linked to real life wherever possible. 

AIMS 

-  To provide a curriculum which will produce individuals who are literate, creative, 

independent, inquisitive, enquiring and confident  

-  To provide a stimulating environment and adequate resources so that pupils can 

develop their skills to their full potential 

-  To promote a positive attitude towards learning, so pupils enjoy coming to school, 

and acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning 

-  To provide a broad curriculum with a balance between skills and knowledge 

-  To provide for different learning styles and abilities 

-  To teach pupils about their developing world, including how their environment and 

society have changed over time 

-  To understand Britain’s cultural heritage 

-  To teach pupils to have an awareness of their own spiritual development, and to 

understand right from wrong 

-  To enable pupils to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and to be able to 

live and work co-operatively with others. 

 

 

ORGANISATION AND PLANNING 

The curriculum is planned for in three stages; long, medium and short term planning.  A 

long term ‘yearly plan’ is developed.  This indicates the topics that are being taught in each 

term, and by which groups of pupils.  Medium term plans give guidance on the learning 

objectives and outcomes for each subject for a given topic.  We use aspects of 
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the herts for learning materials for our medium term planning.  For foundation subjects we 

use the Cornerstones as a backbone to build upon plans which cross reference the objectives 

from the National Curriculum.  

Short term plans are written by teachers on a weekly or topically basis.  Learning objectives 

are identified for each session.  The teacher ensures that differentiation, activities and 

resources needed are all planned for. All plans are monitored and reviewed by Standard 

Leaders each half term. 

Topics 2016-7 

Year  Autumn  Spring  Summer  

1 Superhero’s  Moon zoom  Bright lights ,big city 

2 Wiggle and crawl Land ahoy Scented garden 

3 Scrum  Urban pioneers Tremors  

4 Blue abyss Misty mountain sierra Computers  

5 Stargazers  Pharaohs  Allotments  

6 Blood heart  Frozen planet  Revolution  

Reception and nursery work from interest each half term 

Year 4 & 5 topics spring and summer could be changed  

 

The cornerstones topics mostly span for 1 term.  In the first week of a new topic teachers 

plan a ‘wow’ lesson, this will trigger enthusiasm and excitement about the new learning 

that will be taking place.  A mind map is constructed as a whole class or individually and is 

a useful starting point.  This lesson also gives pupils the opportunity to voice their interests 

and have some control over which direction their learning will go.  To round off the topic 

there is an exit point lesson which evaluates learning and assesses what the pupils have 

learnt in the unit.  

Please refer to individual subject policies for more information 

Literacy 

Reading 

Children experience a variety of reading material throughout the school. From the summer 

term in Reception all children have guided reading sessions. During this time children are 

divided into groups of ability. They will complete a carousel of activities related to reading, 

comprehension,  spelling and grammar, so that the teacher and teaching assistant can focus 

on teaching reading skills with varied texts that are aimed at the groups level.  

All children will also have a book to take home and read with their parent/carer. This is 

changed twice a week and is constantly monitored by the teacher to ensure it is challenging 

for the pupil. Accompanying this is the child’s reading record where parent, teacher and 

teaching assistant can comment and communicate about the child’s progress in reading.  

Additionally we have “Bug Club”, which gives junior children access to online books 

allocated by their teacher. These too match the ability of the child, and have 

comprehension questions to answer, that can be tracked by the teacher.  

All children have the opportunity to visit the school library and experience a variety of text 

types on a weekly basis.  

 

Writing  
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Teaching for writing is taught using the Herts for Learning planning guidelines. All Year 

groups have a clear overview of the text types to teach throughout the year. Children are 

taught text types over varied set of weeks, varying from 1-4 week units. All units have a 

clear written outcome that is assessed and next steps identified, so that children know how 

to improve their writing.  

Why have we adapted to this approach? 

Under the new national curriculum there is a much greater emphasis on the technical aspect 

of writing. Therefore it is essential that children are taught explicitly the grammar and 

punctuation required to improve the standard of their writing. Through the units of work 

teachers are able to target the areas where the children must improve and use good quality 

texts as examples for the children to use in their own work.  

Classroom resources 

Resources are an essential element in literacy. Children need to know how to improve their 

writing……It should not be a guessing game! Therefore, like Maths children need to be 

shown the strategies and correct vocabulary to enhance their work. The use of visualisers 

will become part of everyday practice- especially in literacy. Teachers will use a working 

wall that incorporates the features of the text type they are studying, alongside the spelling 

focus. They will include the VCOP aspect, which helps children to identify the ways of 

improving writing.  

 

VCOP writing characters 

At St Joseph’s, we have special VCOP characters to help our pupils remember the key 

elements in their writing, which are referred to as VCOP. 

V – Vocabulary 

C – Conjunctions 

O – Openers 

P – Punctuation 

Violet 

Vocabulary 

Captain 

Conjunction 

The incredible 

opener 

Doctor Punctuation 

 

 
 

 

 

Assessment 

 When marking pupils writing work, WWW (what went well) aspects are identified 

and EBI( even better if), so that children can make improvements.  

 The teacher will get this target from the Assessment steps that are stuck in the back of 

children’s books.   

 Every 4 weeks the pupils will complete a written assessment which will be levelled 

according to the assessment grading. Data will be put on to the system by class 

teachers and monitored every 4 weeks by SLT and the literacy leader. 

 

 

 

How is Literacy  timetabled? 

Literacy lessons are organised to ensure that the correct amount of time is allotted to all 
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areas within the national curriculum.  

 

Day 1  Guided 

Reading 

20 min 

Teach Spelling- 

led by teacher- 

20 min 

Literacy lesson 

– 40 min  

(teacher to 

focus on 1 

group guided 

writing) 

Read Aloud- 

10-15 min 

Day 2  Guided 

Reading 

20 min 

Literacy Lesson- 60 min 

(teacher to focus on 1 group 

guided writing) 

Handwriting- 

10 min 

Day 3  Guided 

Reading 

20 min 

Literacy Lesson- 60 min 

(teacher to focus on 1 group 

guided writing) 

Read Aloud- 

10-15 min 

Day 4  Guided 

Reading 

20 min 

Literacy Lesson- 60 

 Min 

(teacher to focus on 1 group 

guided writing) 

Handwriting  

10 min 

Day 5  Guided 

Reading 

20 min 

Literacy Lesson- 

40 min 

(teacher to 

focus on 1 

group guided 

writing) 

Spelling – 

teacher led 20 

min- dictation 

Read Aloud- 

10-15 min 

 

Grammar & punctuation 

Grammar and Punctuation is taught throughout the years, starting from Reception where 

children are encouraged to notice the punctuation they are starting to see, until year 6 

where they are able to use it effectively in their writing.  

Children are taught it through the text type they are studying. This is largely incorporated 

into all literacy lessons, but may also be in single exclusive lessons to teach a particular 

aspect. A variety of resources are used to suit the needs of the specific year group and the 

individual needs of the class.  

Spelling 

All children are taught specific spelling rules, as set out in the 2014 National Curriculum. 

Teachers teach spelling rules and give opportunities for the children to research, practise and 

consolidate their knowledge of these words. Teachers use Spelling Bee materials to support 

this work. Spelling rules to be taught and high frequency words and topic words are sent 

home at the beginning of each half term, so that parents know what is to be taught. On a 

Friday children are given a dictation to practise these skills and see if they can apply them in 

sentences. They then check for mistakes and practise once more. Children are able to 

identify where their mistakes are, so that they can improve in the future. All spelling 

dictations will be completed in the back of the children’s literacy books.  

Handwriting 

Children are taught handwriting using the Cursive method, starting in Reception. Short 

focused handwriting sessions are timetabled into the day to ensure children acquire a neat 

and legible joined hand as early as possible. When possible handwriting is linked to phonics 

and spelling to encourage and improve a development of this. All children are expected to 

acquire their pen licence by the end of year four.  

Phonics 

St Joseph’s use the government scheme “Letters and Sounds” to teach phonics as well as 

other published resources to create our own’St Joseph’s Phonics’. Children are taught daily 
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throughout Reception and key stage one and a large selection of our reading scheme books 

are phonic based. Children are assessed frequently to ensure rapid development in phonics 

and thus produce competent readers.  

 

 

Speaking & Listening 

Speaking and listening is taught throughout all curriculum areas. Children are encouraged to 

speak with confidence in a variety of situations and to listen to others and respond 

appropriately. The use of speaking frames helps to support those children who find it hard 

to voice their opinions. Opportunities for leading and sharing assemblies and Masses as well 

as lead groups and meetings like school bank, school chaplaincy team, library story time 

sessions, school council and house teams all enable children to develop their confidence in 

presenting to adults.  

Maths 

Scheme 

At St Joseph’s we follow the Herts for Learning long and medium term planning.  Teachers 

use this as a basis for their teaching and adapt the both sets of planning to link to their 

topics – wherever possible.  

Teachers produce ‘unit’ plans which cover 2 or 3 weeks’ worth of work, to allow for 

progression of skills, and encompass the ‘breadth’ curriculum and to enable children to 

‘securely’ meet assessment targets. This planning is reviewed daily by the class teacher, and 

annotated to show any changes or additions.  

Mental Maths 

Children in years 1 - 6 complete an arithmetic test every week. Teachers use the Rising Stars 

Weekly Arithmetic tests for this. In year 2 children have a times tables test weekly to 

support them with all aspects of their maths learning. This is continued (where appropriate) 

throughout the school, to help both support and extend children.  

Investigations/Problem solving 

Teachers are required to incorporate a range of investigations and problem solving tasks 

within their planning. A range of resources are provided to support this, to help both 

encourage and enable children to work; systematically, independently and in groups, and 

show mathematical reasoning. This is to challenge and extend pupils’ mathematical 

thinking, and encourages them to look for ‘solutions’ rather than ‘answers’ and be able to 

support the process of finding their ‘solutions’. 

We have an investigation wall in the junior corridor, where all classes from Reception to 6 

showcase some of the above investigations or challenges which they have completed. It 

gives an opportunity for children throughout the school to have a go. Children are able to 

‘interact’ with this display, and prizes are awarded for any answers which show methodical 

solutions, rather than simply the correct answer.  

RE 

Our Mission Statement 

‘At St. Josephs, we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus.’ 

As a Catholic school we dedicate 10% of our Curriculum weekly to teaching RE . This is 

supported by daily prayers; Morning, before and after lunch as well as our end of day 

prayer. Each day is stated by a whole school assembly or a key stage assembly. If there is no 

assembly or Hymn practice we have in class reflection time and meditative moments. 

Monday  Whole school assembly (led by Mr 

Gorton or Miss Thomas) 
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Tuesday Key Stage 2 Assembly  

Wednesday Hymn practice 

Thursday EYFS & KS1 assembly  

Friday  Class assembly (as per rota ) or in class 

reflection. 

 

Every class has a reflection table; this is a focal point within the classroom and a place to 

reflect upon. These are changed regularly, either topically or thematically linked to the 

liturgical calendar or special feast days.  

 

Liturgical colours 

 

 

 

Our Scheme  

We follow Come & See for our RE curriculum.This covers 9 topics per year , 3 per 

term.Every year group has a different topic but they do come under the theme each term 

according to the season and liturgical calendar.  

Come and See is an invitation to exploration and a promise of life for everyone.  

The invitation is open to all, in response to the question ‘where do you live?’, as asked by 

the disciples, Jesus invited them to come and see [John 1:39]. The disciples went with Jesus 

and spent the rest of the day with him. The invitation is to all, even if the question has not 

been spoken.  

‘Whoever loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and my Father will 

come to him and live with him’ [John 14:23]. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our topics  

 Foundation Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
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World Religions  

As part of RE and awareness , understanding ,respect and tolerance of other faiths we teach 

2 world religions per year. Every Autumn we teach Judaism, the others 

(Islam,Sikhism,Hinduism,Buddhism) are taught over a four year cycle .These are taught in 

the summer term. During some assembly times where religions are higher profile or have a 

prominent feast then we will explore the religions at these times as they are again relevant 

to life at that time and children are inquisitive. Eg, at times like Diwali or Ramadan. These 

are taught for 1 week each so in one academic year we have two world religions weeks. 

2013-14 Islam 

2014-15 Hinduism  

2015-16 Sikhism  

 

Journey in love  

 “Journey in Love” is the programme recommended for the teaching of Sex and 

Relationship Education in Primary and Secondary Schools. 

Each year it takes up a theme of love. 

Themes 

Nursery: Wonder at God’s love. 

Reception 

Year: God loves each of us in our uniqueness. 

Year 1: We meet God’s love in our family. 

Year 2: We meet God’s love in the community. 

Autumn Term 

Domestic 

Church - 

Family 

Myself Families Beginnings Homes People Ourselves Loving 

 World Religions Week - Judaism 

Baptism 

/Confirmation 

– Belonging  

Welcome Belonging Sign & 

Symbols 

Promises Called Choices Vocation and 

Commitment 

Advent / 

Christmas - 

loving 

Birthday Waiting Preparing Visitors Gifts Hope Expectations 

Spring Term CAFOD WEEK 

 

Local Church 

Community 

Celebrating Special 

People 

Books Journeys Community Mission Sources 

Eucharist 

Relating 

Gathering Meals Thanksgiving Listening 

and 

Sharing 

Giving and 

Receiving  

Memorial 

Sacrifice 

Unity 

Lent / Easter 

Giving 

Growing Change Opportunities Giving 

All 

Self-

Discipline 

Sacrifice Death and 

New Life 

Summer Term 

Pentecost - 

serving 

Good News Holidays 

and Holy 

Days 

Spread the 

Word 

Energy New Life Transformation Witnesses 

Reconciliation 

– inter-relating 

Friends Being Sorry Rules Choices Building 

Bridges 

Freedom and 

Responsibility 

Healing 

 World Religions Week – Buddhism  

Universal 

Church - 

World 

Our World Neighbours Treasures Special 

Places 

God’s 

people 

Stewardship Common 

Good 
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Year 3: How we live in God’s love. 

Year 4: God loves us in our differences. 

Year 5: God loves me in my changing and development. 

Year 6: The wonder of God’s love in creating new life. 

We teach this during the summer term and all parents are informed about when this will 

be. Year 5 and 6 parents are invited to a meeting and sometimes the school nurse supports 

the teaching of SRE in year 6.  

 

 

 

PSHCE 

We cover our PSHCE through morning activities and focused weeks. 

We cover Healthy eating and awareness, Anti Bullying, British Values,SRE, 

Goal setting, Drug awareness,Social activities,Emotions in circle time.As well as much more 

which will now include Growth Mindset and the well being toolkit . 

 

Computing 

The use of computing is an integral part of the national curriculum and is a key skill for 

everyday life. Computers, tablets, programmable robots, digital and video cameras are a 

few of the tools that can be used to acquire, organise, store, manipulate, interpret, 

communicate and present information. At St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we 

recognise that pupils are entitled to quality hardware and software and a structured and 

progressive approach to the learning of the skills needed to enable them to use it 

effectively. 

Our Approach To Teaching Computing 

In order to ensure that we fully meet the requirements on the new Computing curriculum, 

St. Joseph’s has adopted the Herts for Learning Primary Computing Scheme (version 3.1) 

which provides a creative approach to delivering Computing from the Early Years 

Foundation Stage to Year 6 and is fully aligned with the 2014 National Curriculum for 

Computing. It supports the teaching and the development of computing and builds 

computer science capability for current and future learning. 

The scheme follows the HfL Assessment Approach and outcomes can be used in SIMS 

Assessment Manager 7 with its extensive reporting capability. The scheme includes 

statements to support the creation of a baseline for children entering Year1.  

It is designed to evolve to embrace new technologies and practices and meet statutory 

changes to the national curriculum.  To offer the greatest flexibility to schools whilst 

ensuring progression, the scheme is organised into four age phases; Early Years Foundation 

Stage, Key Stage 1, Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2. 

The content is broken down into five strands and further organised into learning themes.   

The scheme is regularly reviewed to make sure it is in line with government guidelines and 

the latest thinking. Updates and resources to the current version are sent electronically to 

subscribing schools. 

 

 

 

 

PE 

Physical activity not only improves health, reduces stress and improves concentration, but 

also promotes correct physical growth and development. Exercise has a positive 
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influence on academic achievement, emotional stability and interaction with others. 

Therefore both teachers and children should be aware of its importance. 

At St Joseph’s our aim is that each class will receive 2 hours of physical activity per week. 

The sessions will contain elements required by the National Curriculum of: 

Key Stage 1: Games, Dance and Gymnastics 

Key Stage 2: Games, Dance, Gymnastics, Athletics, Outdoor Education and Swimming 

The Curriculum 

At the beginning of each term a timetable is circulated for teachers to note the number and 

times of Hall periods required primarily for the teaching of PE Our aim is to provide a 

minimum of 2 hours each week of high quality PE and school sport, both within and 

beyond the curriculum. The timetable also denotes priority use of PE equipment, 

playground and field. 

The Early Learning Goals and the National Curriculum proposes at the Foundation Stage 

and at Key Stage 1 that children should experience the following 4 areas of physical activity: 

1. Games 

2. Gymnastic activities 

3. Dance 

4. Swimming (Year 2 only) 

 

At Key Stage 2 children should experience 6 areas of physical activity: 

1. Games 

2. Gymnastic activities 

3. Dance 

4. Athletic activities 

5. Outdoor and adventurous activities 

6. Swimming (Year 3, 4, 5 and 6) 

 

(1 – 3 should be taught each year, 4 – 6 taught at points during the Key Stage) 

 

Teachers/Coaches produce a scheme of work for each year group within the framework of 

the National Curriculum. The planned activities are based upon the programmes of study, 

taking into account the age, ability and previous experience of the year group. The 

experiences of a year group are noted in a weekly record of work. 

 

Games 

Children are provided with opportunities to take part in extra-curricular physical activities 

e.g. football, netball, rounders, badminton etc. There are weekly practices after school 

and/or at lunchtime and, with the exception of badminton, matches with other schools 

within an organised league. At the end of each sporting season children are selected to 

represent the school in District Tournaments. 

 

Gymnastic Activities 

The hall is well resourced with both large and small pieces of apparatus suitable for all 
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gymnastic activities. Apparatus is set out according to each individual teacher’s 

requirements. 

Dance 

Dance sessions may be linked to current topic work. Some dance activities are aided by 

radio programmes and tape recordings. 

 

Athletic Activities 

Children are encouraged to improve their own performance in each athletic activity. A 

pupil record sheet is available for teachers to photocopy so that the children can record 

their time/distance achievements in individual events. In the Summer term the children take 

part in School Sports Days. Each year, children from Key Stage 2 are chosen to represent the 

School at the District Sports. 

 

Outdoor and Adventurous Activities 

The use of the school grounds and class visits provide children with opportunities to 

experience physical and orientation activities and develop a due regard for safety outdoors. 

 

Swimming 

Children are taught by qualified instructors at the Laura Trott Leisure Centre, who follow 

National Curriculum guidelines. This includes a focus on Water Safety, particularly for 

children in Year 5 and Year 6. 

Music 

In music lessons we aim to provide a full, varied, enjoyable and challenging curriculum 

which will provide children with many different opportunities to gain and develop musical 

skills and to experience music from many different times and cultures.  The current Scheme 

of Work has been developed specifically for St. Joseph’s School to link with the new 

Creative Curriculum.  Activities have been linked to the topic each class is studying 

whenever possible, whilst fulfilling the requirements of the new National Curriculum for 

Music.  Within our curriculum are many songs and activities unique to St. Joseph’s School 

and written especially for our children.  After completion each topic is reviewed and 

improvements are made.  

French 

At St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School we teach a foreign language to all children as part of 

the normal school curriculum. We do this for several reasons.  

Firstly, we believe that many children really enjoy learning to speak another language.  

Secondly, we also believe that the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster 

the language in question is acquired. We also believe that it is a good idea to introduce a 

new language to children when they are at primary school, as they tend to be less self-

conscious about speaking aloud at this stage of their development. It is widely believed that 

the early acquisition of a foreign language facilitates the learning of other foreign languages 

later in life.  

 

Organisation 

French is taught to all children in Key Stage 2 for 45 minutes per week using a variety of 

schemes, materials and resources including Language Angels, Linguafun, Espresso and 

Cornerstones.  

 

Teaching and Learning Style 

At St. Joseph’s, we base our teaching of Languages on the new programme of study as 
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outlined in the new National Curriculum (September 2014). We have purchased 

appropriate resources/materials to support teachers in delivering the content of the 

programme of study in an engaging and interesting way. These resources/materials also 

ensure appropriate content and progression. 

 

We use a variety of techniques to encourage the children to have an active engagement in 

the modern foreign language: these include games, role-play and songs (particularly action 

songs). We use puppets and soft toys to demonstrate the foreign language. 

We frequently use mime to accompany new vocabulary in the foreign language, as this 

serves to demonstrate the foreign language without the need for translation. We emphasise 

the listening and speaking skills over the reading and writing skills. We also use a multi-

sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching, (ie: we try to introduce a physical element 

into some of the games) as we believe that this serves to reinforce memory.  

 

We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as possible, as we realise that this 

approach serves to develop a positive attitude in the children to the learning of modern 

foreign languages. 

 

Our Creative Curriculum based on Cornerstones 

For the remaining foundation subjects: History, Geography, Art & Design, Design 

Technology and Science. We follow the cornerstones scheme of work as our starting point 

but this is not used in isolation as we are focusing on skills and progression across our 

foundation subjects as well as coverage. Cornerstones follows 4 key principles as the 4 

cornerstones of planning and delivering an exciting and inspiring scheme.  Engage, develop, 

innovate, express. 

Engage 

At the ‘Engage’ stage, children: 

 gain memorable first-hand experiences, such as going on a visit or inviting a special 

visitor into school 

 enjoy ‘WOW’ experiences 

 get an exciting introduction to a topic or theme 

 begin researching and setting enquiry questions 

 get lots of opportunities to make observations 

 develop spoken language skills 

 take part in sensory activities 

 have lots of fun to fully 'engage' with their new topic. 

Develop 

At the ‘Develop’ stage, children: 

 improve their knowledge and understanding of the topic 

 develop and practice their new skills 

 compose, make, do, build, investigate, explore, write for different purposes and read 

across the curriculum 

 research their own questions and those set by others 

 follow new pathways of enquiry based on their interests 

 complete homework activities that support their learning. 
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Innovate 

At the ‘Innovate’ stage, children: 

 apply skills, knowledge and understanding in real-life contexts 

 solve real or imagined problems using everything they’ve learnt 

 get inspired by imaginative and creative opportunities 

 revisit anything not fully grasped at the ‘Develop’ stage. 

Express 

At the ‘Express’ stage, children: 

 become the performers, experts and informers 

 share their achievements with parents, classmates and the community 

 evaluate finished products and processes 

 link what they have learnt to where they started 

 celebrate their achievements 

 for each topic we share a sharing afternoon which takes many forms.  Parents are 

invited to one per year, 

Cornerstones is delivered through a range of inspirational yet rigorous learning projects. 

These are based on themes and content from the National Curriculum, but bring learning 

together in new and exciting ways. Each project combines different strands of learning so 

that children engage more holistically and start to challenge themselves through problem 

solving and first-hand experience. We cover a topic every term and immerge our subjects in 

to that for cross curricular learning as much as we can. We launch with a ‘WOW’ lesson , 

end with a celebration project and hope to involve our whole community as much as we 

can. 

Science 

Even though we follow Cornerstones for our Science , we do stand alone on some aspects 

and teach specific topics to ensure full coverage across the science curriculum.  

Expectations  

The national curriculum for science aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific 

disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics 

 develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through 

different types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions 

about the world around them 

 are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and 

implications of science, today and for the future 

Scheme 

St Joseph’s is now following ‘Corner Stones’ which is a topic based creative curriculum. 

Science is therefore taught throughout the year through various topics. We use this to cover 

the national Curriculum for science as well as using the Herts for learning science assessment 

criteria to ensure coverage and progress.However, teachers are aware that some topics are 

more science based than others within the year. As such science themed days or weeks will 

be planned to ensure full coverage of the science curriculum. We have a science day at the 
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end of every half term to ensure that coverage gaps are identified and to encourage us to 

investigate and experiment more.  

Science days 

The science subject leader will liaise with other staff members to decide the theme or 

purpose of science days. As a result of a collaboration with the Maths and computing lead 

teacher , Science days will become STEM days , involving different strands of; Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths.   Occasionally workshops will be arranged, where 

external specialist teachers will come into school to share science activities with the children. 

However, due to certain gaps in the Cornerstones scheme, teachers will also use science 

weeks to teach significant skills or topics they have not covered.  

Please see our topic overview for all topics covered as well as our Curriculum maps which 

are constantly being amended in accordance to our children’s developing needs. Each term 

a curriculum information sheet is sent home to parents with an attached topic homework 

sheet. We ask parents/children to complete at least 2 to share at the end of the topic.  

These can be found under curriculum information. 

Parents should you need any further information on any topics please speak to your child’s 

class teacher. 

 Pupil Voice 

We listen to our children and the importance of pupil voice is a high priority for 

us.Therefore we currently have several pupil voice forums;School Council, Rights respecting 

,  Pupil voice and Chaplaincy teams. We discuss our ongoing aims and what the pupils see 

as our priorities in these areas.We meet regularly and action many items.  

 

Assessment  

We follow the Herts assessment criteria’s for Reading ,Science, Maths and Writing .We track 

our children on an ongoing basis using these trackers and evidencing against the criteria 

using classroom monitor. These work alongside our formative and summative assessment 

half termly, through test or teacher assessment. We review progress half termly looking at 

data from assessment, teacher assessment and books. If support is then needed to support 

individuals this is then agreed and planned for. It can be through targets , planning , 

differentiation or a set intervention.  

See assessment for more information  

 

THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 

The Early Year Foundation Stage (EYFS) have developed their curriculum so that it is 

thematic based.  Learning objectives enable children to achieve the Early Learning Goals.  

The curriculum is creative with a balance between learning inside the classroom and in the 

outdoor area.  There is emphasis on moulding the children into becoming independent 

learners.  Children learn through play and the approach to learning is creative and fosters a 

love of learning.  Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum has a range of topics and there 

are cross curricular links through all areas of learning.  For more information please see the 

Early Years Foundation Stage policy. 

 

 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 

At the beginning of a new topic a letter is sent home to parents explaining what their pupil 
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will be learning about in that particular topic.  Parental workshops are held engage parents 

in transferring school learning to home and beyond. 
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INCLUSION 

We aim to ensure that pupils attain their full potential regardless of race, gender or class.  

The materials we use reflect a multi-cultural society of women and men so that pupils see 

learning as relevant and interesting to everyone including themselves.  Teachers ensure that 

no particular group or gender dominates the use of equipment or other aspects of teaching 

and learning situations. 

The curriculum in our school is designed to provide access and opportunity for all pupils 

who attend the school.  If we think it necessary to adapt the curriculum to meet the needs 

of individual pupils, then we do so. 

If a pupil has special needs, our school does all that it can to meet those individual needs.  

The school provides SEN Targets for each of the pupils who are on the special needs 

register.  This sets out the nature of the special need, and outlines how the school will aim 

to address the need.  It also sets out targets for improvement, so that we can review and 

monitor the progress of pupils at regular intervals. 

If pupils Have a Higher Learning Potential(HLP) and shine in a particular area of the 

curriculum, as with all other groups of learners we ensure that they make appropriate 

progress and are stretched in order to reach their full potential.  

 

Policy to be reviewed in September 2017 


