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Dear Parents, 

 

December beckons…and there are far too few shopping days until 

Christmas…for the disorganised amongst us like myself!! Although 

the days are becoming increasingly shorter (although they’re 

not!!), we still seem to be managing to cram so much into them in 

school. Each week I marvel at some of the Class News posts…how 

could so much learning take place with everything else that goes 

on besides? 

Major highlights of November were our ‘Pink Day’, the ‘All 

SAINTS Day Mass’, our ‘Remembrance Service’, the Year 2 Prayer 

Service, Year 6’s visits to the Crucial Crew and the Houses of 

Parliament, Judaism Week, our Open Evening and a visit from 

Charles Walker MP for Year 6’s Parliament Day…and these are 

only the highlights!! Last weekend saw the start of Advent and we 

celebrate our special Advent Service on Thursday 1
st
 

December…the first of many celebrations in the next three weeks. 

We look forward to seeing you at as many of these events of 

possible. 

 

STEM Day 

Tuesday 22
nd 

November 2016 was 

STEM Day at St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Primary School…STEM standing for 

‘Science, Technology, Engineering 

And Mathematics’!!  

The idea behind the day was to 

provide the boys and girls with 
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highly engaging learning experiences which allow them to see the 

links between these areas of the curriculum and thus deepen their 

learning. STEM Days support the aims of the National Curriculum 

by linking the curriculum to the wider world and demonstrating 

that what is being taught in the classroom has direct relevance 

within the world of work. 

There were a wide variety of activities taking place during the 

course of the day including Year 6’s Smoothie Challenge, Year 5’s 

Balloon Rocket Investigation, Year 1 building a house for The Yeti 

and Year 2 building a safe high perch for Harry!! What a 

marvellous day!!   

 

Anti-Bullying Week 

In the week commencing Monday 14
th
 

November, the children were involved 

in a variety of activities related to 

‘Anti-Bullying’ week with the theme 

this year being ‘Power For Good’. On 

Friday 18
th
 November we held a ’Wear 

Spots To Spot Bullying’ day which 

began with Year 5’s lovely Class 

Assembly. This supported the school’s 

stance on zero tolerance of any form 

of bullying and also supported the 

content of our Behaviour Policy which 

outlines our approach to encouraging positive behaviour and 

eradicating any form of unacceptable behaviour, including 

bullying of any form. During the course of the week, the School 

Council held a poster competition and the winners were as 

follows: 

 

1
st
 prize – Charis Ahiable   

 

2
nd

 prize – Cheryl Ahiable 

 

3
rd
 prize – Dimeji Johnson 



Photography/Use of Mobile Devices 

Could I take this opportunity to inform new parents and remind 

existing parents that photography/videoing is strictly prohibited at 

all school events. 

In addition to this, can all parents attending Masses, assemblies 

and prayer services ensure that all mobile phones/devices are 

turned off or put into silent mode whilst on the school premises. 

 

Year 6 Crucial Crew 

On Tuesday 8
th
 November, Year 6 attended the Crucial Crew at 

Hertfordshire Regional College. This is always a very productive 

and informative session in which the boys and girls learn a great 

deal about citizenship and various health and safety matters.  

 

Remembrance Service 

Many thanks to those parents and friends 

who were able to join us for our 

Remembrance Service on Friday 11
th
 

November in the School Hall. Well done 

to the Chaplaincy Team for preparing and 

contributing to the service so well. Thank 

you also of course to Fr. John for his 

support in leading the service.  

 

PTA Update - Christmas Fete Mufti Day/Christmas Fete 

Thank you all for your generosity in relation to the PTA Mufti 

Day which was held on Monday 21
st
 November 2016. During the 

course of the last few weeks, a great variety of bottles, gifts and 

chocolate were sent in for the Christmas Fete which took place on 

Saturday 26
th
 November 2016. (12:00pm – 3:00pm).  As always, 

the Fete was a huge success…and no wonder with all of the 

preparation that went into it!! For the first time ever we had a 

barbeque at the Christmas Fete…and it did a roaring trade! Many 

thanks to the many volunteers who gave of their time so freely to 

make the Christmas Fete such a wonderful success!! 



All Saints Day Mass 

For the first time in many years we celebrated All Saints Day in 

school, and what a lovely occasion it was. Many thanks to the 

large number of parents who attended, and also to Fr. John for 

making our celebration extra special. 

 

Football Result 

On Thursday 17
th
 November 2016 the Football Team played their 

first game of the season against Holy Trinity CE Primary School 

and put in a fabulous performance, winning 1-0 in a closely fought 

game. Mr Godfrey said that all of the boys played very well and 

for a first performance together, it was a great ‘team effort’!! Well 

done to all concerned!! 

 

Appointments With Teachers 

Due to the rescheduling of various meetings and after school clubs, 

it is very difficult for teachers to consult with parents after school. 

On most evenings teachers have to either attend a meeting or 

help to run various clubs which all start by 3:30pm at the latest. If 

you have a query which is not considered ‘urgent’, could you 

please send a note in to the class teacher or place a note in your 

child’s homework diary so that the matter can be addressed. Of 

course, if the matter is of a more serious nature, please make an 

appointment at the School Office and the class teacher will make 

an appointment to see you one morning before school. 

 

SATS Week 

Although we are only in November, I would like to take this 

opportunity to give you a reminder that the National 

Curriculum tests for Year 6 are due to take place in the week 

commencing Monday 8
th
 May 2017. Of course, it is vital that all 

Year 6 children are present during the week of the tests, but of 

equal importance is good attendance in the weeks and months 

leading up to the week of the tests. It is pleasing to note that a 

number of Year 6 children currently have excellent attendance. 



Open Evening 

On Thursday 17
th
 November we held an English-based Open 

Evening at St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School. As always, we 

continually strive to provide you with as much information as 

we possibly can concerning your child(ren)’s education and ways 

in which you can support them at home with their learning. 

The increased demands of the National Curriculum make this an 

increasingly important aspect of our role in providing the best 

possible education for our children and I hope that those parents 

who attended found this evening both informative and 

enjoyable. 

Finally, sincere thanks to all of the teachers who devoted 

considerable time and effort in preparing a wide variety of 

activities for this evening…what a pity we did not have the 

audience that their efforts deserved. 

 

Year 6 Carol Tour! 

With Christmas fast approaching, Christmas Carols can be heard 

ringing out from all quarters at St. Joseph’s! Our Year 6 children 

will be performing at the Waltham Cross Pavilions on Friday 9
th
 

December 2016 at 1:30pm and subsequently at Emmanuel Lodge 

for the residents.  

Such opportunities are invaluable in forging links with other 

schools in the local area as well as providing our children with 

the chance to showcase their considerable talents! 

 

School Christmas Dinner Day 

The School Christmas Dinner will be served on Monday 19
th
 

December 2016. Any children on sandwiches can choose to have 

a school dinner if they wish. The cost of a dinner is £2.25. 

 

Please note that school finishes at 1:00pm on this day. 

 

Spring Term Return 

School re-opens for the spring term for children on Tuesday 10
th
 

January 2017.  



Cancer Research Pink Coffee Morning/Afternoon/Day!! 

What an amazing day we enjoyed at St. 

Joseph’s Catholic Primary School on Friday 

4
th
 November 2016 with our ‘Pink Day’ as 

our whole school community came together 

in such tremendous style to help raise money 

in support of the Breast Cancer charity. 

All of the children looked marvellous in their 

pink outfits and so many cakes were donated 

by so many parents…thank you so much!! 

The Coffee Morning/Afternoon were both a 

great success and those parents in attendance were treated to 

marvellous entertainment from our boys and girls. 

Many thanks to all of those parents who volunteered to help 

during these sessions…we could not have done it without you!! 

Thank you also to the School Council who worked very hard 

during the course of the week to prepare for the day’s 

events…and who were especially helpful during the course of 

the day. 

In total, over £1000 was raised… 

YES…over £1000!! 

Finally, a huge vote of thanks to Miss Thomas for making St. 

Joseph’s Catholic Primary School ‘pink’ for the day…and for 

bringing our school community together so wonderfully as we 

raised money to support those people whose lives are affected 

by cancer. 

THANK YOU TO ALL CONCERNED!! 

 

Judaism Week 

The week commencing Monday 31
st
 October 2016 was 'Judaism 

Week' at St. Joseph's and all of the boys and girls were involved 

in some wonderful activities related to this topic. 

Such 'themed' weeks are very important in providing our 

children with an insight into different religions and cultures, and 

provide us with the opportunity to celebrate our increasingly 

diverse society. 



Parliament Day 

Monday 14
th
 November  was 

designated as ‘Parliament Day’ at St. 

Joseph’s Catholic Primary School!! 

The reason for this is that we were 

very fortunate to have two special 

guest ‘speakers’ joining us, Michal 

Siewniak from the Ethnic Minorities 

Association (EMA) and Charles Walker 

MP. 

Michal delivered a fabulous presentation to the boys and girls in 

Year 6 all about how the Houses of Parliament are 

structured/operate and then Mr Walker answered a whole host 

of extremely interesting questions posed by the boys and girls. 

Both Michal and Mr Walker were impressed by the children’s 

knowledge and this will be deepened even further when they 

visit the Houses of Parliament in a couple of weeks’ time. 

Sincere thanks to Michal and Mr Walker for their time, passion 

and expertise…it is truly appreciated by all concerned!!  

 

Advent Assembly 

We will be having an assembly to mark the beginning of the 

Advent season.  This will take 

place on Thursday 1
st
 December 

at 9:15am in the School Hall.  

Year 6 will be leading this 

assembly by dressing our 

Christmas tree. This has become 

something of a tradition during 

the last few years, and the 

children (and adults!) always 

appear to be enthralled by the 

story and the dressing of the 

tree. All parents are warmly 

invited to attend what promises 

to be a wonderful start to the festive period.  



‘No Nuts Policy’ Reminder 

Could I please remind you that at St. Joseph's we operate a strict 

'No Nuts' policy due to the fact that we have several children 

who are severely allergic to nuts. 

In recent weeks, it has been brought to our attention that, on a 

couple of occasions, nut 'shells' have been seen on the floor near 

the school gates, thus putting these children at risk which is 

clearly unacceptable. Reminder notices have been placed around 

the school, including at the entrance gates. Thank you for your 

continued support as we strive to ensure that all of our children 

are safe in school. 

 

Diary Dates/Reminders For The Remainder of Term 

See below for the remaining celebrations/events this term. 

Thursday 1
st
 

December 

Advent Assembly 9:15am - School 

Hall 

Thursday 1
st
 

December 

Year 6 Class Mass 2:30pm – School 

Hall 

Monday 5
th
 

December 

TenTen Theatre 

Assembly 

9:00am – School 

Hall 

Tuesday 6
th
 

December 

SEN Coffee 

Afternoon 

2:30pm – School 

Library 

Friday 9
th
 December Year 6 Carol Singing 1:30pm – Waltham 

Cross Pavilions 

   

Thursday 15
th
 

December 

Nativity Production 2:00pm – School 

Hall 

Friday 16
th
 December Class Christmas 

Parties 

- 

Tuesday 20
th
 

December 

Christmas Carol 

Concert 

2:00pm – St. 

Joseph’s Church 

Wednesday 21
st
 

December 

End Of Term Mass 9:10am – School 

Hall 

 

Please see the school website/school app for further updates. 



St. Joseph’s App Reminder!! 

Thank you to those who have already 

downloaded the app…and if you haven’t 

yet…why ever not?!!  

Our smartphone app will help to keep you 

informed of forthcoming events and give you 

‘snippets’ of what is happening in school on a 

daily basis.  

As well as this, there is also a ‘Surveys’ tab 

which we can use to gather 

information/opinion and a ‘Contact’ tab so 

that you can get in touch with us and access 

the website at the click of a button!! 

The app is ‘app’solutely’ free to download for iPhones, 

Windows and Android Phones!! 

You can download the app by either searching in the relevant 

app store for ‘St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School’ or by using 

the following link: 

http://app.jigsawschoolapps.com/get/stjosephsherts/ 

 

Parent Workshops                       

As always, we are continually striving to provide you as parents 

with all of the latest information concerning your child(ren)’s 

learning and the initiatives/approaches that we use in school on 

a daily basis to support them in their learning. 

With this in mind, we have organised a variety of Parent 

Workshops that we feel you would find useful to help you 

support your child at home. Some of the workshops are for 

specific classes/groups whilst others are for all parents. 

The Parent Workshops were sent by ParentMail earlier this 

month and can also be viewed on the school website. Please 

make a note of any Parent Workshops which may be of interest 

to you and if you need any further information simply contact 

the School Office. 

We look forward to welcoming you to as many of these Parent 

Workshops as possible. 

http://app.jigsawschoolapps.com/get/stjosephsherts/


‘easyfundraising’ Reminder 

We now have over 100 ‘easyfundraising’ supporters who have 

raised nearly £1800 during the last few years…this is a truly 

remarkable amount of money which will be invaluable in 

enabling us to purchase further resources for our boys and girls!! 

When we first joined we were in about 2 500th position in the 

‘league table’…now we have risen to the dizzy heights of the 

top 200!! Wow!!  

If you would like to join our easyfundraisers, go to 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjosephswalthamcro

ss/ 

It only takes a few minutes to sign up and start earning money 

for our boys and girls!! 

 

End Of Term 

Please note, school closes at 1:30pm on Wednesday 21st 

December 2016. 

 

ParentMail 

I hope that you are all enjoying the improved communication 

that ParentMail now provides. In the coming weeks we will be 

looking at using this system for payment of dinner money and 

all class trips. Could you please ensure that you now use 

ParentMail to inform the School Office of your child’s absence, 

unless of course you need to talk to someone in person due to 

the reason for the absence.  

 

 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjosephswalthamcross/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjosephswalthamcross/


Year 6 Visit To The House Of Parliament 

On Monday 28
th
 

November 2016, the 

boys and girls in Year 6 

enjoyed a wonderful 

visit to the Houses Of 

Parliament. 

Such trips are a 

wonderful opportunity 

for the children to learn 

more about how 

Parliament is structured 

and what happens in both the House Of Lords and the House 

Of Commons. This visit was made even more meaningful after 

the visit of Charles Walker MP earlier in the month (see separate 

report). Many thanks to Mrs Kendal for organising this 

marvellous trip and also to those parent volunteers who 

supported on the day. 

 

Nursery Sing-Alongs!! 

Miss Morris has organised Nursery Sing-Alongs for Wednesday 

14
th
 December at 11:00am and 3:00pm respectively. These will 

take place in Nursery and all parents are warmly invited to 

attend. 

 

Year 2 Prayer Service 

On Thursday 10
th
 November, the boys and girls in Year 2 shared 

a lovely Prayer Service with their parents on the theme of 

Remembrance. All of the boys and girls read and sang beautifully 

and provided all in attendance with a lovely time for reflection. 

 

Parking 

On Tuesday I received an email from a neighbour on Trinity 

Lane who had been verbally abused by one of our parents whilst 

parking. This is totally unacceptable and any further such 

behaviour will be investigated fully, as will this matter. 



 

 

 

In this Advent of expectation 

draw us together in unity, 

that our praise and worship 

might echo in these walls 

and also through our lives. 

In this Advent of expectation 

draw us together in mission, 

that the hope within 

might be the song we sing, 

and the melody of our lives. 

In this Advent of expectation 

draw us together in service, 

that the path we follow 

might lead us from a stable 

to a glimpse of eternity. 

 



 

Term Dates 2016 - 2017                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 2016 

Wednesday 21
st
 December – Last day of the autumn term 

(School closes at 1:30pm) 

 

Spring Term 2017 

Monday 9
th
 January - School Closed (INSET Day) 

Tuesday 10
th
 January – Pupils Return 

Half Term: Monday 13
th
 February – Friday 17

th
 February 

Friday 31
st
 March – Last day of spring term (School closes at 

1:30pm) 

 

Summer Term 2017 

Monday 17
th
 April – School Closed (Bank Holiday) 

Tuesday 18
th
 April – Pupils Return 

Half Term: Monday 29
th
 May – Friday 2

nd
 June 

Friday 21
st
 July – Last day of summer term (School closes at 

1:30pm) 

              

Term dates for 2017 – 2018 will be published in next month’s 

newsletter.   

 

 


